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“True Faith Grows in Trials” 

Part 1 

James 1:2-12 

Introduction: Last week in our morning service we looked at an introduction to the book of 

James. In that very study we considered the theme of the book which can be seen 

throughout the letter. In this letter James is writing to Jewish believers who had been 

scattered abroad due to persecution of the early church. This is the first epistle of the 

New Testament. It was written somewhere between 45 -50 AD. 

James the writer is the half brother of our Lord. At the time of this writing he was the 

leader of the church at Jerusalem. 

The theme of the letter which James has written can be seen as “True faith in everyday 

situations”. Last week I told you that James wrote this letter because it seems that his 

concern was to cause his readers to take a deep look at their lives to be sure they were 

truly saved. We can see the concern in James writing in chapter 2. 

Notice James 2:18-20 

James knew that there were false converts in his day just as there are false converts 

today. 

Jesus also spoke of them in Matthew 7:13-14 

Matthew 7:13-14 

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 

be that find it. 

Here in these verses Jesus contrasted the religious person and the person who is truly 

saved. Those who enter through the wide gate are those who are religious and not saved. 

The frightening part of what Jesus said is that there are MANY who have religion and 

very FEW who have true salvation. 

Last week I told you that the book of James has about 12-15 references to the Sermon on 

the Mount therefore James knew Matthew 7:13-14 and for that reason he had a concern 
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for the people he was writing to. So in this letter which James wrote we can see a series 

of everyday life situations in which the reader’s faith can be tested to determine if their 

faith is real or false. 

Today we come to the first test which James brings to his readers. 

“True Faith Grows in Trials” 

Now before we get to the test itself I want to take a moment and look at verse 1. 

A. The Greeting 

Notice James 1:1 

There are just a couple things here that I want to comment on. 

1. James invested into the lives of people. 

When I realize that James is writing to believers who were under persecution and had 

been scattered I cannot help but think about how much this letter meant to them. Here 

was the leader of the church at Jerusalem taking the time to write this letter of 

instruction and encouragement to ordinary people who were going through difficult times. 

I am sure they treasured this letter as it was circulated among the Jewish believers. 

Application: 

I want to remind you of the opportunities which we have to reach out to fellow believers in 

our everyday lives. We can visit when they need encouragement, we can be there when 

they experience loss, and we can sacrifice our time in order to spend with others when 

they are going through the difficulties of life. 

Let me just show you how important this is believers. 

Matthew 25:34-40 

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 

35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 

stranger, and ye took me in: 

36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came 

unto me. 
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37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed 

thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 

39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 

done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

Let me give you another thought to go along with this. 

Hebrews 6:10 

10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed 

toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

When we sacrifice our time for others it counts for eternity. 

Be careful that you don’t get so wrapped up in yourself that you have 

no time for others when they need people around them.  

2. James introduced himself as a servant. 

Notice James 1:1 

James could have introduced himself as: 

a. The brother of Jesus Christ. 

b. The leader of the church at Jerusalem. 

But he did not refer to any of these because he knew if there was anything good in him it 

was Christ and not him. Therefore he introduces himself as a servant or a slave of God and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Last week I told you that the Bible says no man can serve 2 

masters. But when we are in Christ we can serve the Father and the Son because they are 

the same.  

What I want you to see here is that James lived what he preached. 

Notice James 2:1 

He told his readers to not show favoritism and we see that is the way he lived in his own 

life.  



Sunday July 13, 2014               #2 Recorded  AM Service 

4 

 

B. The Test of Trials (1:2-12) 

Now the section dealing with trials is found in verses 2-12 so it will take some time to work 

our way through this section. 

Notice James 1:2 

As we start into this section we need to pay very close attention to some very important 

words in this verse.  

We need to first of all look at the word “temptations”. It is found in verse 2 and in verse 

12. 

Notice James 1:12 

This is the same word that we find in verse 2. So what we have with these 2 words is sort 

of a bracketed section. 

Notice James 1:13 

The word “tempted” here is a completely different word. It is the “solicitation to do evil”. 

This is not the meaning of the words used in verses 2 and 12. 

This is not the solicitation to do evil. This is the word for trials but there is a better way 

to understand the word. It refers to any circumstance that disrupts our 

daily routine. 

It is those unexpected announcements which come into our lives that make us or force us 

to completely readjust our everyday patterns of life. There can be many of these within 

our lives. 

Job 5:7 

7 Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 

I know there are some people here today that have in this past week come face to face 

with this very thing. I know there are people here who have been in the midst of a trial for 

months and even years and your life has not been the same since it happened. 

Now let me draw your attention to another word in verse 2. It is the word “fall”. This word 

is so important. It has the meaning that when these trials come we have no control over 

them. It is just like when a person falls down. When that happens they are in a situation 
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where they have no control and that is the very idea here. These trials are situations we 

do not choose. We are going about in our everyday life and the next thing we know one of 

these trials comes into our lives. 

The word “divers” here means “colorful” which refers to different kinds of trials. These 

trials come in all shapes and sizes. 

Now as we work our way through this passage we can see several points that will help us we 

face these trials in our lives. 

1. God is in control of every trial we face. 

We are not in control of the trials but God is. He is sovereign over everything which 

happens in our lives and there is nothing that comes which our God does not permit. 

But why does God allow these things to happen? They are for the purpose of refining or 

faith and causing growth in our lives. 

Notice James 1:3 

For us who are saved the challenges are permitted to produce spiritual growth in each of 

us. 

Now there is a verse in Jeremiah that I want to share with you because it contains great 

insight into the trials of life. 

Jeremiah 48:11 

11 Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and hath not 

been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore his 

taste remained in him, and his scent is not changed. 

Here we see the focus is on the land of Moab. God says they were at ease and settled on 

their lees. They had not been emptied from vessel to vessel and for this reason the taste 

remained in him and his scent had not changed.  

What does all of this mean? 

This is terminology connected to a process that was done to wine. Wine was poured from 

vessel to vessel for a process of making it sweeter. It would be placed in wine skins and 

after a time it was poured into new wineskins very carefully. As the wine was poured out 

they were careful not to get the dregs which had settled to the bottom. After it was 
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stored in the new wineskins for a while it was done again and each time it was done the 

wine became more pure and much sweeter. 

Here in Jeremiah God says that had never happened to Moab and so they his taste 

remained in him which meant there was no sweetness but only bitterness. There was no 

change. 

Application: 

The application is that God often pours us from wineskin to wineskin. The purpose is to 

remove the dregs so that we will become spiritually sweeter and sweeter. This is done 

through the tests and the trials of our everyday lives. 

But there is not one of these trials that are designed to harm us but they are for our 

spiritual growth. 

Romans 8:33-37 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 

even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 

for the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

How can Paul say that we are more than conquerors? 

Romans 8:28-29 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 

are the called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Conclusion: 
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Let me tell you and then show you how our faith grows stronger in the midst of trials. It is 

in the trials that we become aware of the presence of God with us far more than we do in 

the “good times” of life. 

Exodus 14:9-13 

9 But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his 

horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, 

before Baalzephon. 

10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the 

Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried 

out unto the LORD. 

11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us 

away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth 

out of Egypt? 

12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may 

serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we 

should die in the wilderness. 

13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 

LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye 

shall see them again no more for ever. 

 


