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“True Faith and Partiality” 

Part 2 

James 2:1-13 

Introduction: Last week we started into chapter 2 of James and in so doing we looked at 

the introduction to the section we entitled “True Faith and Partiality”. Last week we 

looked at verse 1 of this section in order to lay a foundation for verses 2-13.  

Notice James 2:1 

In this verse James is giving a command. The command is that we who know Jesus Christ 

as our Savior are not to show favoritism or partiality.  

Now I also told you last week that the human side of us always places people we meet into 

different categories. We do it subconsciously and we do it based on several things: 

1. Their dress 

2. Their profession 

3. Their wealth 

4. Their hair cut 

5. Their body shape 

6. Their skin color 

This is just a partial list but the point is that we categorize people every day. That is 

something that we cannot help at times but what we can help is the way we treat people 

who are different than we are or people who are not a part of our immediate circle.   

Back to James 2:1 again: The point that James is making in this verse is that 

faith in Christ and discrimination, or favoritism are not compatible, true saving faith and 

partiality are like oil and water, they do not mix. 

Now I want to take this thought a little deeper to help you to understand why James says 

this.  When we accept Christ and we get saved we are then given the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 1:11-14 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the 

purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 
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13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 

promise, 

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

The meaning of “seal” here is “the mark of authenticity”. We were given the Holy Spirit 

when we were saved and if someone does not have the Spirit then they are not saved. 

Romans 8:9 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 

Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

Now we are called to surrender to the control of Spirit in our lives. This means that we are 

to allow the Holy Spirit to live the life of Jesus within us for others to see. With that 

said there was no partiality in Jesus while He walked the face of the 

earth. His enemies even were able to see this. 

Matthew 22:15-16 

15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 

16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know 

that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any 

man: for thou regardest not the person of men. 

This is exactly why James tells us that true saving faith and favoritism are not compatible. 

Last week we went through may verses to see that God is no respecter of persons. 

II. The Conduct 

Notice James 2-3 

Here James presents a hypothetical situation to his Jewish readers. He paints a picture of 

2 men walking into their assembly. The first man is dressed really well and he is a man who 

is wearing gold rings. The meaning is that he is adorned in gold. 

According to Hiebert there were actually places in Rome where people 

rented gold jewelry. The purpose would have been to impress the people who you 
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were meeting. It is the same today. I searched it out and found several websites that rent 

jewelry. I found a necklace that sold for $90,000.00 and you can rent it for church next 

week for $2,000.00 for the week. If you do it right you could wear it Sunday and 

Wednesday at no extra charge. 

Back to James again. 

This man who is adorned in gold enters and he is given the best seat in the assembly. 

The other man that enters is very poor. He is dressed in “vile raiment” which means his 

clothing is very dirty and he has an odor about him. To this man he is told to sit “over 

there” or to sit on the floor. 

The point here is that the two men are treated very differently and the man who is 

adorned in gold is favored. He is given the best seat while the poor man is required to sit 

on the floor or AWAY from the believer. 

Now this hypothetical situation is not limited to the gathering of the 

saints. It can be applied to where you work, it can be applied to social 

gatherings or any place where we have the opportunity to manifest 

Jesus Christ and His love to other people. 

We must understand that our “church” life is not separate from our social life. I say this 

because I knew a Pastor years ago that owned a business and when someone questioned him 

about some of his business practices he made it clear that he had a “church” life and a 

“business” life. Let me just remind you that Christ lives in me when I am preaching and 

when I am out visiting or whatever I do. 

III. The Consequences 

To show favoritism as described in verses 2 and 3 is a very serious matter and as we move 

through the next verses we will see just how serious it is. 

From James 2:4 I want to show you 3 points that will help you to see the seriousness of 

this practice. 

James 2:4 

1. It makes us judges with evil thoughts. 



January 25, 2015             James Study #21 AM Service 

4 

 

When I read this it makes me ask what James means when he says that we are judges with 

evil thoughts. Let me explain the seriousness of this statement. 

When we favor someone who is rich in this world’s goods over someone who is poor then we 

have determined that the rich man is more important than the poor man. That is the evil 

thoughts which James is speaking of here. We are guilty of 2 things: 

a. Giving the rich man and everyone who sees us the idea that 

worldly wealth determines our importance in this world. 

b. Giving the poor man and everyone who sees us the idea that 

those who lack wealth are of little value in this world. 

Last week I showed you many verses that show us that God is no respecter of persons. 

Let me show you some verses that will show you that God cares about 

every soul and that there is not one man better than his neighbor. 

Therefore we should see the value of every soul. 

Romans 3:10-12 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none 

that doeth good, no, not one. 

These verses from Romans place every one of us on the same plain. It does not matter how 

much money you have or how much you do not have. We are all on the same level. 

Now let me show you how God views every soul both rich and poor. 

1 John 2:1-2 

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 

the whole world. 
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John 3:16 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

2 Peter 3:9 

9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance. 

The value of every soul is seen in the fact that Jesus Christ died for every person in this 

world and now salvation is available to all, and God is not willing that any should perish. 

2. When we judge others we are usurping the authority of God. 

When we judge people by their outward appearance then we have set ourselves in the seat 

of a judge and when we do that there is something very serious that we have done.  

We are attempting to usurp the authority of God. God is the only One 

who knows what is really within the heart of a person. We cannot see 

beyond the color of the skin or the clothing on their back. Therefore, 

for you and I to judge people based on their outward appearance is to 

attempt to sit in the seat of God.  

Let me show you where this comes from. 

Isaiah 14:12-14 

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down 

to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 

13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 

the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 

north: 

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 

This is exactly what Satan desired to do and therefore when we judge others in the way in 

which James speaks of we are attempting to seize the position of God. But beyond that we 

have allowed ourselves to be influenced by the demonic world somehow and someway. 
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3. When we judge others critically we set ourselves up for the very same 

judgment from God. 

Matthew 7:1-2 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it 

shall be measured to you again. 

We need to pay very close attention to what Matthew says here. Matthew 7:1 really means 

to, “Stop being critical”. Then in verse 2 we see the reason why he says this.  

We will be judged with the same judgment with which we judge other people. The word 

“mete” is very important here. It means “to measure out”. Therefore Matthew is saying 

that we will be judged with the very same judgment which we hand out to other people. 

If we are harsh then the very same will be shown to us. If we are gentle and loving the 

same will be shown to us.  

As I bring this down to an end I want you to see a great danger in judging by outward 

appearance. 

John 7:21-24 

21 Jesus answered and said unto them[Religious Leaders], I have done one work, and ye all 

marvel. 

22 Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the 

fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. 

23 If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be 

broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath 

day? 

24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 

The miracle which caused many of the Jews to despise Jesus was the healing of a man on 

the Sabbath day. To them He had committed a major sin and for that reason they saw Him 

as someone who was a threat to their religion. The point I want you to see is that they 

judged Him based APPEARCANCE, meaning He healed a man on the Sabbath so they 

believed He was against righteousness. They missed the miracle. They were missing the 
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value of the man’s soul. They missed the fact that Jesus cared about the crippled man and 

therefore they missed the Greatest blessing God ever gave and that was eternal life. 

They could not get beyond the fact that Jesus was not like them. 

Conclusion/Application: 

Here is how I want to apply this: if we make judgments based on the way a person is 

dressed, or the amount of wealth they have, or if they fit into our circle then we are no 

different than the Religious leaders.  

But the point I want you to get is that they missed the value of the 

man Jesus healed.  

We must learn to see beyond the outward appearance so that we may see the value of 

every soul. 

  


