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“True Faith and Patience” 

Part 3 

James 5:7-11 

Introduction: Today we are coming back gain to the 5th chapter of the book of James and 

we are looking at verses 7-11. It is in these verses that James is focused upon the subject 

of patience. He is writing to Jewish believers and some who he is writing to are under 

oppression and affliction from the wealthy who they work for.  

Notice James 5:1-6 

Here is where we see the situation which the believers were facing. They worked as day 

workers for the wealthy. Under the Law it was required that anyone who hired day 

workers had to pay them their wages at the end of the day.  

Leviticus 19:9-13 

9 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy 

field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest. 

10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy 

vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God. 

11 Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another. 

12 And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy 

God: I am the LORD. 

13 Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither  

rob him: the wages of him that is hired shall not abide with thee all night until the morning. 

But here in the lives of James’ readers this was not being carried out. The wealthy were 

withholding the wages of the workers. 

Now this is where verses 7-11 come in. James writes to these believers who were being 

oppressed and he encourages them to have patience. He then lists several points of 

encouragement. 

I. The Encouragement 
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Part 3 

Now today I want to go back to these verses which we have already looked at because 

there is much more for us to see within what James has written here. 

Notice James 5:7-8 

Here in these verses James encourages them by pointing their attention to the return of 

Jesus Christ. James tells them the return of Jesus Christ is imminent which means it 

could happen at any time. 

But sandwiched in the middle of these reminders is an illustration about a farmer who 

plants his crop and then must have patience as he waits for the precious harvest of the 

fruit. 

Now let me tell you 2 things that James is teaching with this illustration that we did not 

really get into when we were in these verses previously.  

1. Times of affliction may last for an extended period of time. 

When the farmer plants his seeds he must wait until the storms pass over his fields. He 

must wait as the hot sun beats down upon the plants and he must wait as the fruit begins 

to develop until it reaches the point that it is perfectly ripe for the harvest. 

So when the James uses this illustration he is reminding them that the affliction they are 

experiencing may last for quite a while.  

Application: 

Some of you know what is to be in the furnace of affliction for an extended period of 

time. You have been in a place where you just desire to see things change so much but 

years have passed by and the situation stays the same or if it has changed it is very little. 

It is those extended periods of suffering and affliction that you find yourself wondering 

where God is at in the midst of what you are dealing with in your life. You question if He 

even knows what you are going through. 

That brings me to the 2nd thing we see in James’ illustration of the farmer. 

2. Waiting is not wasted time. 
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Now here is something that we really need to grasp onto in this text. While you are in the 

furnace of affliction God is at work but many times we cannot see any results from where 

we are standing. 

Let us allow our minds to go back to the illustration again. The farmer plants the seeds and 

then he waits. While the seed is in the ground it appears as though there is nothing 

happening. But we know better. In the ground the seed has begun to grow and it will take a 

while before it can be seen. Then once it is seen it seems to grow ever so slowly. Then as 

time passes the plant grows and the fruit appears.  

Application: 

It is the same way within our lives as we pass through the times of suffering and 

affliction. It may seem as though it is wasted time but that is not so. God is at work in 

your life. 

Philippians 1:6 

6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 

perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

Romans 8:28 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

These verses make it clear that God is at work in our lives every single day. But what is He 

doing? 

Really God is doing 2 things as we patiently wait in the midst of the suffering that we go 

through. 

1. He is refining us. 

Isaiah 48:10 

10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of 

affliction. 

Isaiah 1:25 
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25 And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all 

thy tin: 

Proverbs 25:4 

4 Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the finer. 

God often takes His children through the furnace of affliction so as to refine us and to 

burn away that which keeps us from being pure. But there is more. 

Malachi 3:3a 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: 

I heard a man tell a story connected to this verse this past week. He said there was a 

ladies Bible study and they were planning to study this verse the next time they came 

together. So one of the ladies decided she would visit a silver smith to ask him some 

questions about his work. She asked him to explain how he refined the silver.  

He explained to her that he placed the silver in the fire and then he would sit and he would 

watch. He told her that he had to be very careful that the silver did not get too hot for 

then it quality would be compromised. 

The lady began to glow and she said that explains Malachi 3:3 when it says that God shall 

sit as a Refiner and a Purifier of silver. She could not wait to get to the study and share 

with the other ladies what she had discovered and explain to them that God watches very 

careful when we are in the fire of affliction and He CONTROLS the heat of the fire.  

But just as she was ready to leave the silver smith said there was more. He told here that 

there was a way in which he could tell when the silver was perfectly refined. He explained 

that when the silver was perfectly refined he was able to see his reflection in the silver. 

Now let me bring this into our lives for a moment. 

Application:  

God allows you and me to go through the furnace of affliction and it can be very painful. 

But we must know that He is the One who CONTROLS the heat. He can turn the heat up 

or He can turn the heat off. Now we must also understand that just as the silver smith’s 

goal is to see his reflection in the silver so it is God’s purpose to refine us so that He can 

see His reflection within us. You see there are many things in this life that keep the Christ 
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from being seen in us so God must expose us to the furnaces of affliction in order to burn 

away the dross from our live and it is then that Jesus can be seen in us. 

Now let me show you how we can know that God is in control and so we can better 

understand what He is doing. 

This past week I listened to Adrian Rogers and from what he preached I was able to see 

the connection to this message today. 

Luke 22:31-34 

31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may 

sift you as wheat: 

32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, 

strengthen thy brethren. 

33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 

34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt 

thrice deny that thou knowest me. 

There are 2 thoughts here that we need to grasp. 

✓ Jesus gave permission to Satan to sift Peter as wheat. 

That raises a question, “Why?” When wheat is sifted it separates the seed from the 

chaff. Jesus allowed Satan to sift Peter so that the impurities would come to the surface 

and then they could be removed.  

✓ We see the sovereign control of our Lord in the rooster that crowed. 

Jesus told Peter that before the rooster would crow he would deny Him 3 times. So God 

had to keep every rooster from crowing before the 3rd denial. What a picture of the 

sovereign control of God. 

Now let me get back to the God as the Refiner and the Purifier again. 

Malachi 3:3a 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: 
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There is more here that I want to show you. God does not just sit on the outside of the 

furnace and watch as we endure the fires of affliction.  

Remember when Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego to be thrown into the fiery furnace? 

Daniel 3:25 

25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and 

they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 

He goes with us in the fires of affliction. 

So God is refining us. 

2. He is working to make us long for our Savior. 

This is yet another purpose for the suffering which God allows to come into the life of the 

believer. 

I heard a Pastor tell a story about him and his sister when they were young children. He 

said when they were little children they used to play throughout the day and when it came 

to the late afternoon they would watch for their dad to come home. When he came 

through the door they would attack him out of joy because they were so glad to see him. 

This man went on to explain that their father started to bring them both a toy when he 

came home and he said it became so much fun because they never knew what they would 

receive. He said that he and his sister would wait by the door and would try to guess what 

toy their father was bringing home. When he came through the door they would jump on 

him for the toy and then they would go and play with whatever they had received.  

He said his mom one day intervened. He told their father not to bring anymore toys home 

for the children. This man explained that he and his sister were so disappointed for the 

longest time. But later in his years he discovered why his mother stopped his father from 

bringing the toys. She did not want them to love him for the gifts he would bring but she 

wanted them to love him because he was their father. In order to get their love 

redirected back to where it should be the toys had to be taken away. 

In our lives it is the very same way we often praise the Lord when all is well in our lives but 

if the Truth be known we praise Him because of the possessions we have here. So God 

often removes things as we go through the furnaces of affliction so that our love will be 
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focused upon our Lord and we will love Him for who He is not because of what we can get 

from Him. 

Notice James 5:9 

James knew what the pressures of life could do and how they can cause many people to 

take their frustration out on those around them or they can begin to complain. So James 

exhorts them not to grumble or murmur about the furnace they are facing. 

Now we are running out of time so let me cut right to the point in this.  

Did you know that grumbling about the situation we are in is 

UNBELIEF? To grumble is to not trust God with the situation that is 

before us. Grumbling and complaining is sin. 

Let me show you how grumbling and complaining is a manifestation of unbelief. 

Numbers 14:2-3 

2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole 

congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would 

God we had died in this wilderness! 

3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our 

wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt? 

When Israel came to the land of Canaan they were afraid to enter the land and therefore 

they MURMURED and blamed God that He had brought them there to die.  

God had not brought them there to die He had brought them there to bless them but 

their unbelief robbed them of the blessings God had for them. 

Conclusion: 

Wherever you are right now in your life I need to remind you that God is at work in your 

life. He is refining you and as He does He goes with you through the fires of affliction. He 

has not brought you to where you are to destroy you but instead He has brought you there 

to bless you. He will control the heat and He will be sure that when He is done His 

reflection will be evident in your life. Remember that God loves you with an everlasting 

love. 


