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“Living for God in the Midst of Difficult Times” 

Part 4  

Daniel 1 

Introduction: The last time we were together we left Daniel in Babylon and with him there 

was a group of other Jews. 

Notice Daniel 1:3-6 

In verse 6 we see that Daniel and his 3 friends were AMONG THOSE WHO WERE TAKE 

CAPTIVE. That tells us there were many more but the Holy Spirit focuses upon Daniel and 

his friends. Most likely the reason is because the others of the group conformed to the 

ways of the Chaldeans and therefore they blended into the society around them.  

Daniel and the others were in their teens at the time of this captivity. They were taken as 

hostages so that Nebuchadnezzar could control the king of Judah from a distance while he 

was away. They had taken these young men with the plan to mold them into Chaldeans. The 

king had a plan to brainwash them for 3 years. He would have their minds saturated with 

the teachings of the Chaldeans. He had their names changed and this was to take away 

names which reflected their Godly heritage and they were given names which were 

connected with the false gods of Babylon. The king also made the decision to feed them 

from his table with his food and his wine.  

Now Daniel would accept the teaching of the Chaldeans and they would tolerate the name 

change, but they would have nothing to do with the king’s food. 

Notice Daniel 1:8a 

Several weeks ago I heard a man preach on this passage and he used this to say that it was 

the WINE that was defiling and then he stated that anyone who drinks wine is therefore 

defiling themselves. The poor fellow completely missed what was happening here and why it 

was that Daniel would not eat the food or drink the wine.  

There were many false goods in Babylon and Daniel knew that the food and the drink from 

the king’s table had been offered to an idol and to partake of the food offered to an idol 

was partake of the worship of the idol and to place his approval upon the entire process. 

Let me show you what God had said in Exodus. 

Exodus 34:12-15 
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 12 Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land 

whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee: 

13 But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and cut down their groves: 

14 For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous 

God: 

15 Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring after 

their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his 

sacrifice; 

So Daniel knew the food was forbidden by God so he had set his heart that he would not 

defile himself.  

Now let me show you the problem with the wine. Remember that Daniel is part of the 

“royalty” from Judah. 

Daniel 1:3 

3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring 

certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; 

Now let me show you what is recorded in Proverbs. 

Proverbs 31:1-5 

The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him. 

2 What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my vows? 

3 Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings. 

4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong 

drink: 

5 Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. 

This may have been why Daniel would not drink the wine so Daniel purposed in his heart 

that he would not defile himself. 

Now there is something here that is very important for us to see. Daniel would accept the 

teaching of the Chaldeans because there was nothing in God’s Word that said that was 
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wrong. He would answer to a different name because there was nothing in the Word of 

God that said this was wrong. But he would not eat the food offered to idols nor would 

he drink the king’s wine because the Word of God forbade them both in Daniel’s life.  

Therefore it was God’s Word that controlled the life of Daniel. 

Application: 

God’s Word should be the COMPASS which controls our lives also. Let me show you some 

verses from Psalm 119. 

Psalm 119:11 

11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 

Psalm 119:105 

105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 

Psalm 119:133 

133 Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me. 

Psalm 119:140 

140 Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it. 

Psalm 119: 

162 I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil. 

163 I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do I love. 

I could go on and on but the point I want you to see is that these verses reflect the very 

mind of Daniel. God’s Word was top priority in Daniel’s life his life was controlled by God’s 

Word. We could say that Daniel would live by God’s Word and if required he would die as 

he stood for God’s Word. 

But this was the king’s orders so how was he to deal with this matter? 

I. The Grace of Daniel and the Intervention of God. 

Notice Daniel 1:8 
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Here we see that Daniel “REQUESTED”. Daniel was very careful not to be abrasive in his 

approach.  He did not demand that he receive other food. He did not kick the dinner table 

over in frustration. Daniel simply requested to the prince of the eunuchs that he might not 

defile himself.  

Now there is far more here that we do not see on the surface but we need to just picture 

this meeting in our minds for a moment. In this verse we can see that Daniel requested of 

the prince of the eunuchs that he might not DEFILE himself. This tells me that Daniel did 

not just day, “I cannot eat this food.” I believe he was very detailed with his conversation 

with this man. I believe he took the time to explain to this man that according to the 

Word of his God there was no way he could possibly eat the king’s food and drink the king’s 

wine. 

Now here is the point that I want you to grasp: Daniel was not ashamed 

of his convictions and His relationship with his God. 

This was a characteristic of Daniel and his 3 friends. Let me show you something that 

happened later. In Daniel 3 we shall see the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar had 

erected and we shall see the command which was given to bow to the golden image when 

the music was played. Anyone who refused was threatened with being thrown into the fiery 

furnace. But when the music played everyone but Daniel’s three friends bowed down. They 

were then summoned before the king and they were given one more opportunity. 

Daniel 3:14-18 

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 

sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image 

which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the 

midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 

hands? 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 

and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
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18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 

golden image which thou hast set up. 

Here were 3 men who were not ashamed of God nor would they 

allow their faith to be intimidated by the king or by the furnace. 

We later see this same boldness in Daniel again when he faces the lion’s den. 

Application: 

This is the kind of faith and boldness that is needed as we face the darkness of the world 

in which we live in today. I have thought about Daniel and his friends and I realized that 

Satan most likely whispered in their ears that God had abandoned them. 

 How would we feel separated from our families and deported some 

900 miles away to a foreign land and when we were captured we were 

being true to God? 

Let me just say that these YOUNG men never once questioned the plan of God nor the love 

of God in their lives. They were not ashamed of their faith and they were willing to die for 

their faith. 

We must remember that no matter what we face God is not against us. He has promised 

that He will never leave us nor forsake us. He has promised thast every situation in our 

lives is for the purpose of shaping us into the image of Jesus Christ. 

Romans 8:28-29 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 

are the called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Romans 8:31-39 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 

also freely give us all things? 
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33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 

even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 

for the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 

of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Now before I go into the next verse let me just say that when God’s people have this kind 

of faith and this kind of boldness as Daniel and his friends then you can expect that God is 

going to move and He is going to have His hand in that individual’s life. 

Notice Daniel 1:9 

Here we see that God was at work and He had brought Daniel into favor and tender love 

with the prince of the eunuchs. This reminds me of a verse in Proverbs. 

Proverbs 16:7 

7 When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. 

We see this also in the life of Joseph when he was in the house of Potiphar.  

Here is the point: when we walk by faith and we walk in obedience and we stand with 

boldness we can expect that God will work within our lives. We can expect that God will 

open doors and move hearts. Let me show you another verse. 

Proverbs 21:1 

The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it 

whithersoever he will. 
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If God controls the hearts of kings then we can be sure he controls the hearts of those 

whom we will face as we pass through this dark world. 

Let me now get you to a conclusion.  

Conclusion: 

Let me first of all make it clear that standing for God with boldness and faith does not 

mean we will not suffer. We may stand in boldness and with grace and still die for our 

stand but that would be to our benefit. We need to have the very same mindset that Paul 

had. 

Philippians 1:20-21 

20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 

but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 

whether it be by life, or by death. 

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

Let us serve Him with all of our hearts. If we die it is our gain. If we live then it is to 

magnify Jesus Christ to those around us. Let us refuse to be defiled by the world and let 

us then live in the expectation that God will use us to make a difference in the darkness 

around us. 

 

 

 

 


