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“The Eternal State” 

Revelation 21:1-22:5 

Part 6 

INTRODUCTION: Today we again return to our study of Revelation and we are currently 

looking at our eternal home and the capital city the new heaven and the new earth. For the 

past several weeks we have been looking at the EXTERNAL description of the city. Here 

are some things which John has related to us: 

1. The city is 1500 miles long, wide, high and deep. It is a cube that is 1500 miles in all 

directions. Let me give you a little more perspective on the size of this city. It will 

be 1500 miles high. On Friday the International Space Station was orbiting the 

earth 253 mile above the earth’s surface.  

2. This city is like a giant jasper stone which is like a diamond.  

3. God will dwell in the city with all the saints and it will be His glory that will light the 

city and the earth.  

4. The city will contain many memorials pertaining to salvation. 

a. There is a wall surrounding the city. This speaks of security. 

Notice Revelation 21:25 

b. Gates in all directions. This speaks of accessibility. 

c. The gates have the names of the 12 tribes of Israel. This speaks of grace. 

d. The gates are giant pearls. These pearls will be 1500 miles high. This speaks of 

the suffering of Jesus Christ to make a way from us to come to God. 

e. The wall contains 12 foundations with the names of the apostles of Jesus Christ. 

This speaks of the permanence of all that is there.  

f. The angels at the gates are reminders of the care which God provides for His 

people for the angels are all ministering spirits and they minister to are saved. 

Today in our study we have arrived at Revelation 22. The chapter break here is 

unfortunate because the first 5 verses of chapter 22 are a continuation of chapter 21.  

“The Internal Details of the Heavenly City” 

I. The River 

Notice Revelation 22:1 

Here John tells us there is a river of the water of life flowing from the throne of God and 

the Lamb. This cannot be a river like we know today. The rivers today all eventually flow to 

the sea. But in the eternal state there is no sea. The rivers of today flow to the sea where 
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they evaporate and fall back to the earth in rain replenishing the supply again. This river 

which John sees does not flow to a sea and it is eternally replenished by God for it flows 

from His throne. 

This is the river which Jesus promised we would drink from. 

Notice Revelation 21:6 

This river speaks of the fullness of life in the eternal state. This is the fulfillment of what 

Jesus promised in John 10. 

John 10:7-10 

7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the 

sheep. 

8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 

9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 

find pasture. 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 

might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

This will be the ultimate abundant life. This is by the way what many are searching for 

today. 

Let me show you something which the writer of Hebrews wrote for us. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 

14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 

likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the 

power of death, that is, the devil; 

15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 

Jesus came to deliver us from the fear of death which had placed us in a lifetime of 

bondage. Let me explain this so you can understand what the writer is saying. The fear of 

death here is the fear of missing out on life. This is exactly what we see in our world 

today. People fill their lives with so many activities and it is all about the fear of missing 

out on something. They are afraid if they are not busy then they will miss out on life and 

so they are in bondage to this fear and they go from one thing to another looking for an 

ABUNDANT LIFE.  

Let me show you a Biblical example of this: 
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John 4:7-18 

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 

9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink 

of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that 

saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given 

thee living water. 

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: 

from whence then hast thou that living water? 

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof 

himself, and his children, and his cattle? 

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 

water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither 

to draw. 

16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 

17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well 

said, I have no husband: 

18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that 

saidst thou truly. 

This woman was looking for satisfaction in all the men she had in her life when what she 

really needed was LIVING WATER to bring her satisfaction.  

II. The Tree 

Notice Revelation 22:2 

Here we have a very interesting verse. We see here that on both sides of the river there 

will be the tree of life. Most likely there will be more than one. We are also promised the 

blessing of eating from this tree in the eternal state. 
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Let me show you what Jesus promised to the church at Ephesus. 

Revelation 2:7 

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 

overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 

God. 

Now let me refresh your mind about who the overcomer is. 

1 John 5:4-5 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 

overcometh the world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 

God? 

The overcomer is the TRUE BORN-AGAIN believer. So, we who are saved will eat of 

the tree of life.  

Notice Revelation 22:14 

Here again we see the promise to eat of this tree. 

Now I want you to hear what I am about to say, “We will drink of the water of life and we 

will eat of the tree of life.” The question is, “WHY?” 

This water and this tree will have something to do with sustaining eternal life. This will 

water, and fruit will keep men dependent upon God. When man is independent he is living in 

sin and sin will not exist, so we will for all eternity be dependent upon our Lord. Because 

the fruit is produced every month we can assume it also all consumed. 

The tree of life also existed in the Garden of Eden. 

Genesis 2:8-9, 15-17 

8 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he 

had formed. 

9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 

sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil. 

15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to 

keep it. 
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16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 

mayest freely eat: 

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day 

that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

We can assume that before sin entered into the world that Adam and Eve ate of the tree 

of life for it was there to sustain them. But when sin came they were forbidden to eat of 

the tree of life. 

Genesis 3:22-24 

22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: 

and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for 

ever: 

23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground 

from whence he was taken. 

24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, 

and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

Notice Revelation 22:2 again. 

We see that the leaves of the tree of life are for the healing of the nations. The word 

“healing” is the very word we get our word “therapeutic” from. There will be no sickness so 

there will be no need of healing. So, it is possible that these leaves are for therapeutic 

purposes. In other words, they may be used to enhance life.  

Let me also point out that the fruit of the tree has varieties, so heaven will not be boring. 

Application: 

I need to stop here and make an application concerning this tree of life.  

Just as this tree will bear its fruit every month it is now a reminder to you and me that as 

believers we too should be living in a way that bring glory to our Lord by bearing fruit for 

Him. 

Just as this tree speaks of our dependence upon the Lord so too we cannot bear fruit 

apart from Him. 

John 15:1-5 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
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2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that 

beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 

vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 

bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

The tree of life was destroyed in the Garden during the flood and this tree of life will 

exist in the eternal state but there is another tree of life between the Garden and the 

eternal state, 

It is the cross and as we bear fruit for God we show forth the tree of life to the world 

around us. 

Psalm 1:1-3 

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 

of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 

fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

Proverbs 11:30 

30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise. 

Proverbs 15:4 

4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit. 

Proverbs 13:12 

12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of 

life. 

The idea here is that when or hope is in the Lord and we desire what He desires, and our 

desires come about it is a tree of life for we bear the fruit of the Spirit. 

Galatians 5:22-23 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
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23 Meekness, temperance: 

Conclusion: 

Our Lord expects us to be constantly bearing fruit for Him. 

Matthew 21:19 

19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but 

leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward forever. And 

presently the fig tree withered away. 

It is our responsibility to point people to the tree of life and to the water of life. 

Matthew 5:14-16 

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 

giveth light unto all that are in the house. 

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven. 

I will leave you with what Paul wrote concerning his own life. 

Philippians 1:20-21 

20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 

but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 

whether it be by life, or by death. 

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

 


