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“The Eternal State” 

Revelation 21:1-22:5 

Part 5 

Introduction: For the past 4 messages we have been looking at our eternal home as 

described in Revelation 21. This is the place which our Lord is currently preparing for 

those of us who know Jesus Christ as Savior.  

John 14:2 

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you. 

This is also the city which Abraham looked for after he departed from Ur of the Chaldees. 

Hebrews 11:8-10, 16 

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive 

for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in 

tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 

The last time we were together we looked at who all will be in this city. 

Hebrews 12:22-23 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and 

to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

Here we see the inhabitants: 

1. The Living God.  – God the Father. 

2. Angels 

3. The Church 

4. Jesus Christ – He is the Judge of all. 

5. Spirits of just men made perfect – This is all saints who are not of the church. 
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We also looked at how the city will be lighted by the unveiled glory of God. 

Today as we move on we are going to look at this city from a different sort of angle. As we 

read through our text there is not very much which we can expound upon for we are given 

the detailed description by John. But there is something to be seen within the city which 

is not noticed by many who read their way through these verses.  

Today I want us to see the city and all that is involved with the city as a picture of 

salvation and the blessings which the believer has as a child of God.  

Salvation in the City 

1. The Wall 

Notice Revelation 21:12a 

Here we see that surrounding the city is a wall that is high and great. This wall speaks of 

the protection and the security which the believer has in Jesus Christ. Throughout all 

eternity we will be reminded of how we were saved by Jesus Christ, protected and secured 

by Him. 

a. The security of the believer. 

Once we are saved we are kept secure in Jesus Christ by Him and not by what we do. Let 

me show you a few verses on the security of the believer. 

Romans 5:19-21 

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one 

shall many be made righteous. 

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, 

grace did much more abound: 

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through 

righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 5:10 

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

John 11:25-26 

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though 

he were dead, yet shall he live: 
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26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 

2. The Gates 

Notice Revelation 21:12-13 

The wall has twelve gates. Two face the north, two face the south, two face the east, and 

two face the west. This speaks of; 

a. The Universality of the Gospel 

These gates in all four directions speak of how salvation is available to all. It makes no 

difference where we live, what we have done, or what we have become, God has made a way 

for every man to be saved. 

Luke 2:8-11 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 

joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

1 John 2:1-2 

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 

the whole world. 

Hebrews 2:9 

9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 

crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every 

man. 

There is yet more here. 

Notice Revelation 21:12-13 

The gates bear the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. This speaks of; 
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b. The Grace of God. 

These were the sons of Jacob and we know that they were human, and they made many 

mistakes. They were sinful men and yet their names are on the gates. This again speaks of 

the grace of God. 

There is not one person who is worthy of heaven. There is not one person who deserves to 

spend eternity in heaven. But when we come to Jesus Christ for salvation we are granted 

admission into the presence of God by GRACE. GRACE is unmerited favor which means it is 

getting what we do not deserve. 

Ephesians 2:1-5 

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 

fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 

wrath, even as others. 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 

saved;) 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 

neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 

themselves with mankind, 

10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 

kingdom of God. 

11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

There is yet something else to see here. 

Notice Revelation 21:12 again. 

There are angels stationed at every gate. This speaks of; 

c. The Care of God. 
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Hebrews 1:13-14 

13 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine 

enemies thy footstool? 

14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be 

heirs of salvation? 

Angels are ministering spirits who are sent forth to minister to you and me who know 

Jesus Christ as Savior. Let me show you something from the life of Jesus. 

Luke 22:39-43 

39 And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also 

followed him. 

40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. 

41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 

42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 

thine, be done. 

43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. 

This makes me wonder how many times we have been strengthened by an angel and did not 

realize it happened? 

There is something else to see concerning the gates. 

Notice Revelation 21:21 

Each gate is made from one individual pearl. These pearls must be extremely large. But the 

pearl speaks of yet something else concerning salvation. 

d. The Way of Salvation. 

Pearls are formed through suffering. They are formed when a grain of sand or some other 

foreign object gets into an oyster and it causes an irritation. The oyster then secretes 

that which forms the pearl and the secretion coats the grain of sand and thus the pearl is 

formed. 

The only way for man to enter this city was made through the suffering of Jesus Christ 

upon the cross. These pearls are a reminder of the suffering which our Lord had to endure 

in order to make a way for us to be saved. 

Hebrews 13:12 
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12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered 

without the gate.  

1 Peter 3:18 

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 

bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

The way to heaven is ONLY through Jesus Christ! 

John 14:6 

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 

Father, but by me.  

3. The Foundations. 

Notice Revelation 21:14 

The wall of the city had a grand foundation of twelve rows of brilliant stones. 

Notice Revelation 21:19-20 

These 12 foundations will bear the names of the 12 apostles. So, I then must ask what is 

the meaning or the picture behind this wall with the 12 foundations? 

The 12 apostles represent the church and they are distinct from the 12 tribes of the 

nation of Israel. The foundation and the different layers of stones I believe speak of the 

work of the church while we are here on the earth. 

1 Corinthians 3:9-15 

9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 

10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have 

laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he 

buildeth thereupon. 

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 

stubble; 

13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall 

be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
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15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; 

yet so as by fire. 

Now let me get you back to the foundation of the wall of the city. The fact that it 

has such a massive foundation speaks of permanence. There are 2 ways to 

see this. 

1. Everything of the eternal state will be forever permanent. Nothing will wear 

out, rust, or grow old. 

1 Peter 1:3-4 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 

mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, 

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 

heaven for you, 

2. The work we do as we serve the Lord here will last forever. 

Or the Lord will never be forgotten, and it will have a lasting impact for all eternity. If you 

win someone to the Lord that service has an eternal impact. 

Hebrews 6:10 

10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed 

toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

Matthew 10:41-42 

41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; 

and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 

righteous man's reward. 

42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only 

in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 

Conclusion: 

This entire city and all that is connected to it will be a picture of our salvation which we 

have in Jesus Christ. 


