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“The Eternal State” 

Revelation 21:1-22:5 

Part 7 

INTRODUCTION: Today as we return to our study of Revelation we shall finish our look 

at the eternal state. Before we get to where we are going today let me do a quick review 

to bring us all up to where we are at in this study. 

In Revelation 21 John introduced us to the Eternal State which is the place of our eternal 

home. At the Great White Throne Judgment, the earth which we now live on will be 

completely destroyed and it will be following this judgment that God will create a NEW 

HEAVEN and a NEW EARTH. This earth will not be renovated as some teach but it will be 

completely destroyed. 

Revelation 21:1 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 

were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

Isaiah 65:17 

17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be 

remembered, nor come into mind. 

Isaiah 66:22 

22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, 

saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. 

Now just in case there are those who doubt the destruction of this earth let me show you 

the words of Jesus. 

Matthew 24:35 

35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

Then as John moved on in Revelation 21 he saw the Capital City of New Jerusalem coming 

down to the earth. Then starting in verse 9 John presented the EXTERIOR DETAILS of 

the Capital City where we shall spend all eternity.  

1. The City is like a Jasper stone. This would be like a diamond. 

2. The City is 1500 miles cubed. 

3. The City is surrounded by a wall which has 12 gates each made of a giant pearl. 

4. The wall has twelve foundations made from beautiful stones.  
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5. God will dwell in the midst of the City and His glory will be unveiled.  

6. His glory will lighten the city and it will reflect through everyone of the stones in a 

myriad of colors. 

The city will be full of memorials reminding us for all eternity of God’s so great salvation.  

Last week in our study we stepped into Revelation 22 and it is in the first 5 verses John 

gives to us the details of the INTERIOR OF THE CITY. 

Last week we looked at: 

1. The River 

Notice Revelation 22:1 

This river flows directly out of the throne of God and the Lamb. This is the water of life 

which Jesus promised we would drink of in the Eternal State. 

Revelation 21:6 

6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 

give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 

2. The Tree of Life 

Notice Revelation 22:2 

Not only will we drink of the Water of Life, but we will also eat of the Tree of Life. Let 

me show you what Jesus promised to the church at Ephesus. 

Revelation 2:7 

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 

overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 

paradise of God. 

Partaking of the Water and the Tree for all eternity will keep us completely dependent 

upon God for ever. This Tree of Life existed in the Garden of Eden and we can assume 

that Adam and Eve ate of this Tree before they sinned. 

 Genesis 2:8-9, 15-17 

8 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he 

had formed. 
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9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 

sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 

of knowledge of good and evil. 

15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to 

keep it. 

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 

mayest freely eat: 

Eating of the Tree of Life would have kept Adam dependent upon God, but he then chose 

independence and ate of the forbidden fruit.  

We will eat of the Tree of Life for all eternity as we shall forever be dependent upon our 

Lord. The leaves here are most likely to enhance the fullness of life in the Eternal State. 

The word “healing” is the word we get “therapeutic” from. 

“The Internal Details of the Heavenly City” 

Part 2 

3. No more Curse. 

Notice Revelation 22:3 

Now in order to understand the blessing that awaits us we need to understand what the 

curse entails today. 

Genesis 3:16-19 

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow 

thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule 

over thee. 

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and 

hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 

cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 

field; 

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out 

of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
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a. Pain in childbirth. 

b. Conflict  

c. Sorrow 

d. Pain 

e. Suffering in labor 

f. Monotony 

g. Aging 

h. Deterioration 

i. Death 

j. Disease 

k. Sickness 

l. Harmony gone between man and animals. 

m. Harmony gone between animals. 

n. Earthquakes and Volcanoes (groaning earth) 

o. Severe weather 

Now much of the curse will be removed for the millennial kingdom of Jesus Christ. But 

death will still exist in the millennial kingdom. 

Now there is something else to consider about the curse. What was the purpose of the 

curse? God did not put this world under a curse because He longed to see us suffer. 

Genesis 3:16-17 

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow 

thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule 

over thee. 

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and 

hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 

cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

The curse was given for the good of man. Let me explain this. When sin entered into the 

world man was separated from God. Each of us were born sinners and so we were all born 

separated from God. 

Isaiah 59:2 

2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 

face from you, that he will not hear. 

Ephesians 2:1-5 
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And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 

fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 

wrath, even as others. 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 

are saved;) 

Death means “separation”. So, we were born separated from God because we are born 

sinners.  

So, God placed this entire world under the curse. So, we experience pain, sorrow, 

depression, conflict, tears, disease, death and emptiness. This was all designed to help us 

to see our need of a relationship with God.  

I have seen people who were diagnosed with a terminal disease come to know Jesus Christ 

as their Savior. I have seen people come to Jesus Christ because of the conflicts of life. I 

have seen people come to Jesus because of approaching death.  

So, the curse was designed to make us long for God because we can find nothing here in 

this world to bring satisfaction, contentment, and peace. Let me remind you of what 

Solomon said. 

Ecclesiastes 2:3-11 

3 I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; 

and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they 

should do under the heaven all the days of their life. 

4 I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards: 

5 I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: 

6 I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees: 

7 I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great 

possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me: 
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8 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the 

provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as 

musical instruments, and that of all sorts. 

9 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my 

wisdom remained with me. 

10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart 

from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my 

labour. 

11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had 

laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no 

profit under the sun. 

So, the point is the curse keeps us from being fulfilled apart from God. 

Notice Revelation 22:3 again. 

The curse will be removed because there will be no separation from God. We will forever 

be in His presence and so we will experience fulfillment every second of eternity. There 

will be no more emptiness or dissatisfaction. We will be forever content and satisfied 

because we will be forever with our Lord.  

Notice Revelation 22:3 again. 

We will be given a work to do and this will be a service for the Lord. We are not going to 

heaven to sit on a cloud and play a harp for all eternity. We will be assigned a service and 

this service will be so joyful.  

Have you ever done a service of some kind and when you were done you had a great feeling 

of satisfaction? That is what serving the Lord in eternity will be like at all times.  

4. The Face of God 

Notice Revelation 22:4 

This will be the greatest of all the blessing when we get to heaven. We will be able to look 

at the face of God. Listen to the words of Charles Spurgeon on this thought: 

“This will be the greatest glory of heaven: to know God, to know Jesus, more intimately 

and wonderfully than we ever could on earth. “It is the chief blessing of heaven, the cream 

of heaven, the heaven of heaven, that the saints shall there see Jesus.”  
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“To look into the face of Christ signifies to be well acquainted with his person, his office, 

his character, his work. So, the saints in heaven shall have more knowledge of Christ than 

the most advanced below. As one has said, the babe in Christ admitted to heaven discovers 

more of Christ in a single hour than is known by all the divines of the assemblies of the 

church on earth.”  

5. The Light of God’s Glory. 

Notice Revelation 22:5 

The fact that God’s glory lights the Capital City is something which is very important to 

God. This was just stated in chapter 21. 

Revelation 21:23-25 

23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of 

God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of 

the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 

25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 

Why does the Holy Spirit make this such a known point about 

the city? 

God desires that everyone knows that in the eternal state we will be in His presence 

forever! There will never again be anything to break our fellowship with Him. 

Conclusion: 

Are you sure you will be in this eternal state for all eternity? The other option is the Lake 

of Fire where there will be eternal suffering. 


