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“The Conclusion of Revelation” 

Revelation 22:6-21 

Part 1 

INTRODUCTION: Today in our study of revelation we have come to the conclusion of the 

letter. This conclusion will require several studies for us to work through, so we shall take 

our time and look into the verses that are before us. 

In our study today, we are going to look at Revelation 22:6-12. There is a theme that runs 

through these 7 verses and the theme is worded so as to catch our attention. 

Notice Revelation 22:7, 12 

Two times here we are told by Jesus that He is going to return, and His return will be 

QUICKLY which means SUDDENLY. But there is more, the word QUICKLY is also in the 

present tense which means it can be translated HE IS PRESENTLY COMING. The idea 

here is that the return of Jesus Christ is IMMINENT. This means it can happen at any 

time.  

We have discussed this before, but I will remind you again that the Rapture is a sign less 

event in the sense that NOTHING has to happen before the Rapture can happen.  

The Bible is very clear that when Jesus returns in the clouds for the Rapture many people 

will be unprepared and shortly after the Rapture the events of the Tribulation will begin. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-4 

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 

2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 

night. 

3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 

as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 

4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 

2 Peter 3:3-5, 10 

Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own 

lusts, 

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 

things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 
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5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, 

and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 

shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 

earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

Revelation 16:15 

15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest 

he walk naked, and they see his shame. 

These are some of the verses that speak of the sudden return of Jesus Christ and how 

there will be many who are unprepared. Those unprepared will also include many believers.  

Here in the verses before us we can see 5 descriptions of how we are to be living in light 

of Jesus return. 

“The Return of Jesus Christ” 

How should we be living? 

1. In expectancy.  

In many Christian circles today, the return of Jesus Christ is rarely talked about. I 

understand that it is rare that the Rapture is even preached about in many churches. The 

return of Jesus Christ is rarely mentioned so many believers are living as though it will 

never happen. I will even go so far as to say that many believers are living like this world is 

their home. They have become rooted in this world and they live for all that this world has 

to offer. There are some who get offended when the subject of the Tribulation is 

preached on or when they are reminded that this world is not going to get better but 

progressively get darker and darker. I know this to be true because I have been 

confronted on that very subject.  

Let me show you what John recorded concerning the return of Jesus Christ. 

Notice Revelation 22:6 

We need to pay very close attention to how God is identified here in this verse by John. 

John refers to God as the God of the Holy Prophets. The God of the Holy Prophets sent 

his angel to show His servants the thing which must shortly be done. These words are very 

close to what we read in chapter 1. 

Revelation 1:1 
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants 

things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 

servant John: 

Now there are some critics who point at the word “SHORTLY” and claim that since, 2000 

years have passed since this has been written then this proves the Bible is not accurate. 

The word SHORTLY means SUDDENLY or RAPIDLY. It means when the events of this 

letter begin to happen they will happen rapidly. 

Let us now get back to how John identified God. He is identified as the God of the Holy 

Prophets. This statement is here to take our mind back to the writing of the prophets so 

that we would be reminded of the faithful Word of God.  

John is pointing to the accuracy of the Word of God. Much of what the prophets wrote 

has already been fulfilled and so the fulfillment of their Words shows the accuracy of 

God’s Word. Let me remind you of a few prophetic events: 

1. In Genesis 3 God prophesied that He would send a Redeemer to defeat 

Satan and sin. He sent Jesus Christ into the world to be our Savior.  

Genesis 3:15 

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 

it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  

2. The flood was prophesied of 120 years before it happened, and it happened 

just as God said.  

Genesis 6:3 

3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: 

yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 

3. In Daniel God prophesied of the different kingdoms of the world that would 

rise up.  

Remember Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the image? 

Daniel 2:32-35 

32 This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his 

thighs of brass, 

33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 
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34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his 

feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces 

together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried 

them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became 

a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

The GOLD represented the Babylonian Empire. 

The SILVER represented the Medo-Persian Empire. 

The BRASS represented the Grecian Empire led by Alexander the Great. 

The IRON and CLAY represented the Roman Empire. 

The STONE which destroys them all is the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

Now let me show you the accuracy of this prophecy. 

The Babylonian Empire stood for 66 years; the Medo-Persian Empire for 208 years; 

the Grecian Empire for 185 years, and the Roman Empire stood for more than 500 

years.  

I will show you one more example. 

4. Jesus prophesied of the fall of Jerusalem. 

Matthew 24:1-2 

And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to 

shew him the buildings of the temple. 

2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall 

not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

This is an amazing prophecy. Jesus said that the stones of the temple would be taken 

apart. Some of these stones were 24 feet high, 50 feet long, and 16 feet thick. In the 

mind of His disciples I am sure they were wondering how and why this would happen.  

In AD 70 the Romans attacked Jerusalem and the Jews refused to surrender to the 

Romans. This infuriated the Roman soldiers. Titus ordered his soldiers to preserve the 

temple, but in their anger, they set it on fire. When the temple burned the decorative gold 

melted and ran down between the joints in the stones. The soldiers then pried them apart 

to get to the gold. The destruction was so complete that it is hard to know today where 

the foundation was. Jesus’ prophesy was fulfilled top the very Word. 
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Now let me get you back to Revelation 22:6. God foretold all of what I just shared with 

you. That means that everything we have just studied ibn our journey through Revelation 

will also be fulfilled. There will be an anti-Christ. He will rule the world. There will be a 

global persecution of believers. The earth and the heavens will be shaken with earth 

quakes like none have ever seen. One fourth of the population will die and then one third 

which will equal over half. The Seal, Trumpet and the Vial Judgments will fall upon the 

earth just as we discussed. 

But there is something beyond all of this that should be in the mind of the Christian; 

Jesus Christ is coming back to Rapture away His church and then we who know Him as 

Savior will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 

the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

Now let me get you back to how we should be living as believers. We should be living in 

expectancy of His return. Let me now get a little more detailed with this thought. 

We should be fulfilling our purpose here on this earth while we wait for our Lord’s return. 

This then raises a question, “WHAT IS OUR PURPOSE?” 

Some say our purpose it to evangelize. Some say our purpose is to make disciples. Some say 

our purpose is to glorify God. Some say our purpose is to worship God. 

These are excellent suggestions, but these are only a means to accomplish our purpose.  

Before I tell you the purpose of the church while we are here on earth let me give you 

something to stir your mind. Remember how we talked about the Jewish wedding and how 

that pictures our relationship with Jesus Christ? The Father of the Groom would search 

out a Bride for His Son and they would then make a Covenant. The man would go back to 

His Father’s house to prepare a place for him and His Bride to live. He would then return 

unannounced to catch His Bride away. Then the wedding would take place at the Father’s 

house. 

Now let us think about the Bride for a moment. While she waited what was her 

responsibility? 

She was to prepare herself for His return. She was to prepare herself to be a member of 

His family. 
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This is our answer. Our PURPOSE here on this earth while we wait for the return of Jesus 

Christ is to PREPARE OURSELVES to be ready for His coming so that we can present 

ourselves gloriously to our Lord. 

Let me show you a verse. 

Revelation 19:7 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 

and his wife hath made herself ready.  

Now let me show you what this means by looking at something which Paul wrote to the 

Colossians. 

Colossians 1:9-12 

9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 

desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding; 

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 

work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 

longsuffering with joyfulness; 

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in light: 

Let me break these verses down to help you with what Paul is saying. 

a. We are to be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding; 

b. We are to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. 

c. We are to be fruitful in every good work. 

d. We are to be increasing in the knowledge of God; 

e. We are to be strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto 

all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 

These along with evangelism, teaching and worshiping are a means to preparing ourselves 

for His return. 

Conclusion: 
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Jesus is coming again, and we must be ready so that we can be presented to Him holy. 

Ephesians 5:25-27 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 

such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

 

 


