
Wednesday November 14, 2012 
 

1 
 

“God’s Standards for Marriage” 

Part 1 

Matthew 5:27-30 

Introduction: As we come to our study of the Sermon on the Mount 

again tonight there are a few points that we need to be reminded of. 

This sermon by Jesus describes for us the way we are to live following 

salvation. The Words of Jesus in this sermon do not explain the way of 

salvation but instead they tell us the way to live after we are saved. At 

the same as we examine the Words of Jesus we are able to see the 

standards of God for the lives of His children. His Words also are 

quick to strip every self righteous person of their own self 

righteousness and therefore exposing their true spiritual condition and 

their need of a Savior. Again the Words of Jesus do not show us how 

to be saved but His Words are quick to show the unsaved person they 

are helpless to save themselves.  

We have seen thus far: 

I. God’s standards for human relationships. (5:21-22) 

In these two verses Jesus tells us that anger, cursing, and slander are 

all the same as murder in the eyes of God. The rabbis had prided 

themselves in the fact they had never carried out the act of murder. 

But Jesus took their teaching of the Law even deeper just to show 

them they were not anywhere close to God’s standards. He pointed out 

that murder comes from the heart and anger, cursing and slander are 

just as bad as murder. He stripped the religious leaders of their self 

righteousness exposing them in their true spiritual condition. 
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II. God’s standards for worship. (5:23-26) 

The first word in verse 23 connects this section back to verses 21-22. 

He is saying, “Since God cares about our relationships with other 

people and because He is concerned with how we treat our fellow man, 

we must be right with our fellow man before we can be right with God”. 

In other words if we have offended someone in some way Jesus tells us 

to go and make it right with them before we come to worship the 

Father. 

Now this evening we come to the next subject that Jesus addresses. 

III. God’s standards for marriage. (5:27-30) 

Notice 5:27 

Before we get into this text there is a repetition of something here 

that we need to pay very close attention to. 

Notice the words, “Ye have heard” in verse 27 and the words “but I 

say” in verse 28. 

Now let us notice how many times these words are spoken by Jesus in 

this chapter. 

Notice 5:21-22 

Notice 5:27-28 

Notice 5:31-32 

Notice 5:33-34 

Notice 5:38-39 

Notice 5:43-44 
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The repetitions of these words are very important. Jesus did not just 

speak these words because He needed to take up space on the pages of 

the Bible. He repeatedly spoke these words because He did not want us 

to miss what He was saying here.  

The religious leaders had taught some of the Scriptures accurately to 

the people but they were guilty of not going far enough with their 

teaching. Therefore Jesus was telling those of His day as well as us 

that it is not what man teaches that is the final authority but it is the 

Word of God that is the final Authority. Everything we hear we must 

be sure to search the Scriptures to make sure it is based upon the 

Truth of God’s Word and at the same time we must be sure nothing is 

added or omitted from the Word of God.  

False teachers will take a portion of the Word and mix with it their 

poison and if it is not searched out it you can be deceived into believing 

a lie that is wrapped up in and camouflaged by the Word of God. 

Now let us get back to the text. 

Notice again 5:27-28 

The rabbis had taught a man was not to be unfaithful to his wife and a 

woman was not to be unfaithful to her husband. They clearly taught the 

7th Commandment. 

Exodus 20:14 

14 Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

God had made provisions to protect the marriage against defilement 

and when the boundaries were crossed the consequences were very 

severe.  
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Leviticus 20:10 

10 And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even 

he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer 

and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. 

Deuteronomy 22:22 

22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then 

they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and 

the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel. 

Hebrews 13:4 

4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but 

whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. 

Now because God placed such severe consequences upon anyone that 

defiled the marriage we must ask the question, “What is so special 

about marriage?” We can understand why murder has such severe 

consequences because man is created in the image of God and an attack 

against man is the same as an attack against God. But why is the 

penalty the same for adultery? 

The answer is because of the importance of the marriage. 

First the marriage is an earthly picture of a spiritual truth. To be more 

detailed, the marriage is an earthly picture of the believer’s personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  

Ephesians 5:23-25 

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head 

of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 
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24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be 

to their own husbands in every thing. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 

gave himself for it; 

The earthly marriage is meant to be a picture of the spiritual 

relationship that we have as believers with our Lord. 

Let us go back to Genesis to look closely at the creation of man for in 

this there is a beautiful picture. 

Genesis 2:20-24 

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to 

every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help 

meet for him. 

21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he 

slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead 

thereof; 

22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a 

woman, and brought her unto the man. 

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: 

she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 

cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

There is within this passage a beautiful picture of our salvation. 

Adam is a picture of Jesus Christ and the deep sleep that fell upon him 

was symbolic of the death of Jesus Christ upon the cross. The removal 
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of the rib or flesh from Adam’s side is the first bloodshed in the Bible 

and from that very wound in Adam’s side God would make the bride of 

Adam. The picture is one of great beauty for it was from that blood 

that was shed on the cross that we find God preparing the bride of 

Jesus Christ. The bride of Christ is the church which is made up of all 

those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and it is only 

through His blood that we have been cleansed and made acceptable to 

God.  

Ephesians 1:6-7 

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 

accepted in the beloved. 

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

In Genesis 2:22 we are told that God brought Eve to Adam and that is 

a picture of the drawing of the Holy Spirit before we are saved. 

John 6:44a 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw 

him:  

The two, Adam and Eve, became one flesh. In the same way we are now 

the “body” of Christ.  

Romans 12:4-5a 

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not 

the same office: 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
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From all of this we can see that the marriage is an earthly picture of 

the believer’s relationship with Jesus Christ. Therefore, God had set 

boundaries to guard the marriage and when those boundaries were 

crossed the consequences were severe. 

Let us get back to the text in Matthew again. 

Notice 5:27 

The rabbis had taught the 7th Commandment and they had also kept 

the 7th Commandment and for that reason they saw themselves as 

“very righteous” people. In their eyes they were nothing like the 

“sinners” of their society who had multiple relationships. But while they 

had never committed the act they were still guilty in their hearts. 

Notice 5:28 

Jesus told them adultery comes from the heart and anyone who had 

ever looked on a woman and lusted after her he was guilty in his heart. 

He may never have carried out the act but he was still guilty because 

of what he had thought in his mind. In this statement Jesus stripped 

the religious leaders as well all who read this portion of their self 

righteousness. He took the 7th Commandment where God intended for 

it to go and that was directly into the heart.  

The point of this teaching here in Matthew was really twofold: 

1. It was to show those who were saved the fine line which God 

desired for them to walk. This sermon is the way of life for the 

believer. 
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2. It was also to show those who were not saved they had a heart 

problem and to change the conduct of their lives would do nothing 

to fix the heart. 

Let me just take a moment here and address your heart. I don’t know if 

you are saved or not but you know. If you believe that you can get to 

heaven because of your good works then you are deceived. It is not 

only about the sins you commit on the outside but it is also about the 

thoughts you have on the inside. Both of those condemn you. If you die 

without Jesus you will be judged for your actions and your thoughts. 

Psalm 44:20-21 

20 If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our 

hands to a strange god; 

21 Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the secrets of the 

heart. 

Romans 2:16 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 

according to my gospel. 

Conclusion: 

We are not even close to being finished with these verses. We will be 

in this section for a couple of more weeks. But let me leave you with a 

thought. 

Marriage is a beautiful earthly picture of the believer’s life in Christ. 

To cross the boundaries that God has established basically ruins that 
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beautiful picture and therefore will bring painful consequences. Job 

said something we need to consider. 

Job 31:1-6 

I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid? 

2 For what portion of God is there from above? and what inheritance of 

the Almighty from on high? 

3 Is not destruction to the wicked? and a strange punishment to the 

workers of iniquity? 

4 Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps? 

5 If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit; 

6 Let me be weighed in an even balance that God may know mine 

integrity. 

 


