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“God’s Standards for Love” 

Part 1 

Matthew 5:43-48 

Introduction: Tonight we have come back to one of the most 

interesting studies we have ever done. We are in the middle of 

studying the Sermon on the Mount. It is the greatest sermon that has 

ever been preached. In this sermon Jesus is showing us the standards 

for people of the kingdom. 

In the Sermon on the Mount there are 3 very important statements 

that we need to see. They are three statements that will sum up the 

entire sermon that Jesus Preaches here. 

1. The first is found in Matthew 5:20 

Matthew 5:20 

20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed 

the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 

enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

2. The second is found in Matthew 5:47 

Matthew 5:47 

47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? 

do not even the publicans so? 

3. The third is found in Matthew 6:8 

Matthew 6:8 
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8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what 

things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 

Now let me put these thoughts together and you will see just what I 

am saying. This entire sermon is all about the standards which God has 

set for those of His family. Combining these statements Jesus is 

saying, “I have come to show you that God has higher standards than 

what you are able to keep. Your righteousness must exceed the 

righteousness of the most religious group of people on the earth. You 

must be willing to go beyond the standards of the religious leaders and 

you must be willing to separate from their ways of hypocrisy.”  

Jesus is shredding the religious system of the scribes and the 

Pharisees and at the same time He was showing everyone there as well 

as everyone who reads this text that God’s standards are far above 

any religious system of this world. Basically Jesus is telling us “religion” 

is not what God is looking for, religion will not cut it. Behind the entire 

thought of the Sermon on the Mount is the idea that we could never 

live up to God’s standards on our own. We must be saved and allow the 

Holy Spirit to live the life of Jesus through us if we are ever to 

measure up to God’s standards. We do not have the power to live the 

life which God requires of us on our own.  

Now let’s get back to those 3 statements again. Jesus said we must 

rise above all religious systems of this world, we must go beyond the 

standards of the world’s religious systems, and we must not live like 

“religious” people. We are children of God and therefore we are to live 

as Christ lived while He was on this earth. He is our example and He 

has set the standards for us to follow. We do not place ourselves under 

man’s standards but instead we place ourselves under God’s standards. 
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Jesus has raised the bar in this sermon to a higher level and this is 

what we are commanded to live by. 

The religious systems of the world tell us not to murder but Jesus tells 

us we are not to be angry with people, we are not to curse them, or 

slander them for these are the same as murder. The world tells us 

there is nothing wrong with adultery but Jesus tells us we should not 

even look with lust. The world tells us it is ok to divorce for any reason 

but Jesus tells us that divorce should not be a part of the believer’s 

life. The world tells us it is ok to break your promises if it will get you 

personal gain but Jesus tells us when we make a promise God will hold 

us accountable to the promise we have made. The world tells us it is ok 

to carry a grudge and to get even with those who offend you but Jesus 

tells us we are not to resist evil. From all of this we can see that as 

believers we are not to be anything like the people of the world. 

With all of that said we have come tonight to the pinnacle of 

separation in the believer’s life. It is found in Matthew 5:44 and it is 

seen in this statement, “Love your enemies”. If there is one thing that 

should stand out in the body of Christ it should be the love we have for 

“ALL” people especially our enemies. God’s people are to have a higher 

standard than the rest of the world and love is to be that which shows 

forth from our lives not just for other believers but especially for our 

enemies. The character of kingdom people should be extremely unique. 

I. The Teaching of the Rabbis (5:43) 

Notice Matthew 5:43 

Jesus again opens with a statement that focuses upon the distorted 

teaching of the religious leaders of His day. On the surface the 
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teaching of the religious leaders here looked good. They had taken a 

portion of a verse in the Old Testament and built their own teaching 

around it. Let me show you where their teaching came from. 

Leviticus 19:18 

 18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of 

thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am 

the LORD. 

A. Their Omission 

This is where their teaching came from but if we notice closely they 

left something off. They left off the phrase “as thy self”. Why did 

they let this phrase off? Because they thought very highly of 

themselves and they loved themselves more than anything else in the 

world. The phrase “as thy self” made them feel very uncomfortable so 

they chose to omit that from their teaching. 

Application: 

I think we need to slow down for a moment and consider what it is to 

love our selves for that will help us to understand the importance of 

the phrase the religious leaders left out. We need to know this 

because everyone in here loves themselves and I don’t mean that in a 

bad way. We all love ourselves and it shows. We make sure we have 

what we need. We give ourselves breaks when we need them. We feed 

ourselves when we are hungry. We dress ourselves to make us look 

good. When we have a dream we work toward it.  We treat ourselves to 

chocolate cake and ice cream. We are very concerned about own 

welfare, our own comfort, our own safety, our own interests, our own 

health, physical, spiritual, temporal, and eternal things.  We are very 
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concerned about ourselves. We seek our own pleasure and we know of 

no limits to gaining what we want. We have a love for ourselves that will 

never die. 

Now this is exactly the way we are to love everybody else including our 

enemies. So we need to ask ourselves how we are doing at loving others 

as our self. 

We go to many extremes just to take care of “me” but how far do we 

go to take care of the needy? We use our money to buy “stuff” for 

“me” but when is the last time you made a sacrifice to help out the one 

who has a need? When is the last time you gave up something you 

desired so that someone else could have something they desired? You 

see this is what it means to love our neighbor as ourselves and by the 

way your neighbor may just be your enemy. 

I say all of this because if you and I are not careful we can become as 

the religious leaders and love our “neighbors” at a distance. 

B. The Addition 

The religious leaders not only omitted the complete Old Testament 

teaching but they also added something. They added the phrase “and 

hate thine enemies”. 

This statement is not found in the Old Testament teaching but they 

chose to add it because it fit their sinful lives so well. Their teaching 

and reasoning was perverted by the sinful hearts within them. Now I 

want you to know that if we are not careful we also can find ourselves 

practicing this very corrupt teaching. 
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Let me tell you what they did so you will be careful not to do the same. 

They looked at the phrase “love your neighbor” and decided to have a 

meeting with their selves to decide who their neighbor was then they 

would know who to love. When they were finished with their meeting 

they had it narrowed down to only the people in their own circle. You 

see they could not possibly love the Gentiles or the Samaritans so that 

narrowed it down to the Jews. But they narrowed it down even more. 

They excluded the tax collectors and the sinners. 

Matthew 9:10-11 

10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many 

publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. 

11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why 

eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 

They even became narrower with their definition of their neighbor. 

John 7:45-49 

45 Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they 

said unto them, Why have ye not brought him [Jesus]? 

46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. 

47 Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also deceived? 

48 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? 

49 But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. 

They said that anyone who does not know the law is cursed or in other 

words they were stating that if there were any Jews who did not 
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belong to their “religious” group they were cursed and therefore could 

in no way be a neighbor worthy of their love. 

Application: 

When I consider all of this it makes me sad because it reminds me of 

some believers today that look down their noses at people who do not 

do what they do. If someone does not go to their church or carry the 

same Bible they carry or shop where they shop or wear the same 

clothing they wear they view them as the religious leaders did the “tax 

collectors and the sinners”. They would never extend love to someone 

like that. If that is you then you are practicing the very same thing the 

Pharisees of Jesus day did and Jesus is condemning you with His 

Words. We also need to be reminded that there is not one command in 

the Bible that tells me I am to hate someone who is different than I 

am. This passage says the opposite for it tells me I am to love my 

enemies. The religious leaders were very selective about who they 

defined as their neighbor. On the surface of these verses we cannot 

see it but they had a very ugly hatred for anyone who was not of their 

sect. Let me show you a statement that archeologists have dug up.  

"If a Jew sees a Gentile fallen into the sea, let him by no means lift 

him out for it is written, thou shalt not rise up against the blood of thy 

neighbor, but this man is not thy neighbor." 

By the way they seemed to stop short in their reading of Leviticus 19 

Leviticus 19:34 

34 But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born 

among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in 

the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 
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The religious leaders had added to the Word of God so therefore I 

need to ask a question, “Where did they come up with the idea that it 

was ok to hate your enemies?” 

Let me remind you that because of their sinful hearts they were just 

looking for a reason to hate. It came natural to them as well as to us. 

So if they found anything in the Old Testament which they could twist 

to fit with their sinful hearts they would do just that and they did. 

Let me give you two possibilities: 

1. God’s command to exterminate the people of Canaan. 

Deuteronomy 20:16-18 

16 But of the cities of these people, which the LORD thy God doth give 

thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth: 

17 But thou shalt utterly destroy them; namely, the Hittites, and the 

Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 

Jebusites; as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee: 

18 That they teach you not to do after all their abominations, which 

they have done unto their gods; so should ye sin against the LORD your 

God. 

I personally believe they would have looked at passages such as this 

and concluded that since God gave a command to exterminate the 

people of Canaan because of their sinful lifestyles then it is just fine 

to hate those who do not believe as they believed. They were guilty of 

doing what we talked about in Matthew 5:38 where they had taken the 

law of “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” as a personal 

mandate to carry out vengeance. They were looking at the command to 
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exterminate the people of Canaan as a personal license to hate anyone 

who did not believe what they believed. 

What they missed was the fact that this command was a judicial 

command not a personal command. There was no place in the Old 

Testament where they were commanded to hate anyone. The opposite 

was to be practiced and that was they were to love their neighbors as 

their selves. This also raises a question. How do we harmonize God’s 

command to exterminate with His command to love?  

We must understand that the people of Canaan were the most vile, 

corrupt people who ever lived on the earth. They were like a cancer in 

the land and they needed to be removed for the sake of God’s people 

Israel. Just as a doctor who cares about us removes from our bodies 

that which can cause great harm in the same way the Canaanites 

needed to be removed for the sake of Israel. It is the same today 

when the justice system does its job and removes the criminal from 

the street. The criminal is still loved but because of his or her actions 

they must be removed for the sake of the innocent people. The 

religious leaders missed the point that God loved the Canaanites with 

the same love He loved them with. 

2. David’s prayers in the Psalms. 

Let us look at the words which David prayed for his enemies. 

Psalm 69:22-25 

22 Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should 

have been for their welfare, let it become a trap. 
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23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins 

continually to shake. 

24 Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take 

hold of them. 

25 Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents. 

When you read David’s words you would think he had a personal hatred 

for those who were against him. But in the beginning of this Psalm 

there is a verse that shines great light upon why he is praying what he 

is praying. 

Psalm 69:9 

9 For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of 

them that reproached thee are fallen upon me. 

David was praying these words because of how his enemies were 

disrespecting God. It was not a personal hatred which David had for 

his enemies; he desired to see them judged because of their 

disrespect toward God. If the attacks would have been against him 

that was one thing but they were against his God and he would not 

ignore that. 

You may say, “I don’t know if I buy that. David seems to have a 

personal vendetta for his enemies.” I say, “David was not like that.” 

Remember when he had a chance to kill Saul when Saul was set on 

killing him but instead he cut the bottom from his garment? That act 

proves David was not a man of personal vengeance.  Let me show you 

one more Psalm. 

Psalm 139:19-22 
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19 Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, 

ye bloody men. 

20 For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy 

name in vain. 

21 Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved 

with those that rise up against thee? 

22 I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies. 

This again looks like personal hatred but don’t miss the words “perfect 

hatred”. David was saying, “God I hate them who hate You but You 

know my hatred is perfect because it is not about me God it is all about 

You.” David hated them for what they did to God’s Holy Name.  

This tells us there is a difference between personal hatred and 

perfect hatred. David was walking a fine line and he knew it and he was 

very careful not to step across onto the wrong side. 

Psalm 139:23-24 

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my 

thoughts: 

24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 

everlasting. 

David not only prayed for judgment on God’s enemies but he also asked 

God to search his heart to be sure he did not cross the line and harbor 

within him a personal hatred. 

Conclusion: 
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There was never given to us the command or the permission to have 

personal hatred for anyone. We are called as kingdom people to live 

above the “status quo” of the religious system of our day and the one 

way we do that is to love not only our fellow believer but also our 

enemies as ourselves. When we continue next week we will see what it 

means to love our enemies.   

 


