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“The Danger of Hypocrisy” 

Part 6 

Matthew 6:1-18 

Introduction: Last week in our study of the Sermon on the Mount we 

began a close look at Matthew 6:9-13. Many believe this is a prayer 

which Jesus gave to His disciples and to us to recite. Many people 

gather together on Sundays and part of their worship service every 

Sunday is to recite the words found in these verses. But what they do 

not understand is Jesus did not give to us or His disciples a prayer to 

recite over and over again. That would contradict what He had just 

said in Matthew 6:7 when He cautioned them about “vain repetition”.  

Matthew 6:7 

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for 

they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 

Then another time Jesus disciples ask Him to teach them to prayer and 

He quoted almost the same Words. 

Luke 11:1-4 

And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he 

ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as 

John also taught his disciples. 

2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in 

heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as 

in heaven, so in earth. 

3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 
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4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted 

to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

It is very important to notice they did not asked to be taught a prayer 

but they asked to be taught how to pray. 

Therefore, what we find in Matthew 6:9-13 is not a prayer to be 

repeated over and over again but it is an outline for us to build our 

prayers upon. 

Now last week we considered several thoughts. 

A. Prayer is all about God. 

We saw this in the outline which we looked at last week. 

I. The Seniority of God – “Our Father which art in heaven” 

II. The Supremacy of God – “Hallowed be thy name” 

III. The System of God – “Thy kingdom come” 

IV. The Scheme of God – “Thy will be done” 

V. The Supply of God – “Give us this day our daily bread” 

VI. The Security of God – “And forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors” 

VII. The Safety of God – “And lead us not into temptation” 

VIII.  The Sovereignty of God – “For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen” 

B. Prayer is not me trying to convince God to accept my will. 

Prayer is conforming myself to His will. 

As we started into the outline last week we looked at the first point 

only. 

I. The Seniority of God 
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This was seen in the opening statement, “Our Father which art in 

heaven”. What a wonderful thought this is. When we place our faith in 

Jesus Christ we are then born into the family of God and therefore 

God is our Father. Last week we took this thought a little further and 

made it personal in our lives. 

As our Father God is our: 

a. Protector 

b. Provider 

c. Teacher 

Now tonight we come to the second point of our outline. 

II. The Supremacy of God 

“Hallowed be thy name” – This is the first petition in the outline and 

please notice that it has absolutely nothing to do with us. It is a 

petition for God’s name to be “hallowed”.  

But we must understand what it means to “hallow” the name of God. To 

understand all that is included we need to look at some verses of the 

Old Testament. 

Proverbs 22:1a 

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches… 

With what is said in this verse we know that a “good name” is not just a 

name that sounds good. When the writer of Proverbs referred to a 

good name he was referring to the character of the person behind the 

name.  
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This can be seen in 1 Samuel 18. In 1 Samuel 18 David has slain Goliath, 

he has been appointed a position of leadership in Saul’s army, he has 

destroyed many of the Philistines and the people have great respect 

for David. 

1 Samuel 18:5-7 

5 And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself 

wisely: and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in 

the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 

6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the 

slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of 

Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, 

and with instruments of musick. 

7 And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul 

hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. 

Through all of this the character of David was manifested. 

1 Samuel 18:14 

14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was 

with him. 

Now let us notice the result of David’s character being manifest to all 

the people. 

1 Samuel 18:30 

30 Then the princes of the Philistines went forth: and it came to pass, 

after they went forth, that David behaved himself more wisely than all 

the servants of Saul; so that his name was much set by. 
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The words “set by” mean “esteemed”. This is exactly what it means to 

have a good name. When you have a “good name” people associate your 

name with Godly character. We have often heard it said that someone 

made a name for themselves which means they became popular because 

of their character. 

So in the Bible the name represented the entire character of the 

person behind the name. 

The same is true when it come to God’s name also. His name speaks of 

Hid character. Let me support this with a few verses. In Exodus 34 

God has commanded Moses to make 2 tablets of stone like the first 

set which Moses shattered. God then told Moses to come to the top of 

the mountain in the morning. Moses did as he was told and God met Him 

on the mountain that morning. The very first thing God did when He 

met Moses was to proclaim His name and we need to look closely at how 

God did this. 

Exodus 34:5-7 

5 And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and 

proclaimed the name of the LORD. 

6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, 

The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 

goodness and truth, 

7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 

sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto 

the third and to the fourth generation. 

When God proclaimed His name He described His character.  
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So when the Bible speaks of a name it goes far deeper in thought than 

just the sound or letters of the person’s name. The name represents 

the character. One man said that a name is not just a title but it is a 

total. The name describes the total person. 

Now let us get back to Matthew 6. Jesus said that we are to pray for 

God’s name (character) to be hallowed.  

Let me get this right down where we will know how to live it. The first 

petition as we go to our Father in prayer should be that in all of His 

creation that His character would be made known. Let’s get more 

personal with the thought. I believe we are to pray that God’s 

name/character would be made known through our lives for each and 

every day. 

I believe there are 2 ways this is to be done in our lives. 

1. In our attitude. 

The best way to understand what I am saying is to show you how 

Jeremiah the prophet responded in a very difficult time. 

Jeremiah 32:1-3 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of 

Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of 

Nebuchadrezzar. 

2 For then the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem: and 

Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was 

in the king of Judah's house. 
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3 For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost 

thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this 

city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it; 

Jeremiah was shut up in prison for serving the Lord. He was doing 

exactly what God had called him to do but his message was despised 

and so King Zedekiah placed Jeremiah in prison. 

Now had this been you what is the first thing you would have said when 

you went to God in prayer? Let me guess. If it had been me I would 

have told God how unfair this was and I would have petitioned Him to 

get me out. 

Jeremiah 32:17-20 

17 Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by 

thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard 

for thee: 

18 Thou shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the 

iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them: 

the Great, the Mighty God, the LORD of hosts, is his name, 

19 Great in counsel, and mighty in work: for thine eyes are open upon all 

the ways of the sons of men: to give every one according to his ways, 

and according to the fruit of his doings: 

20 Which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto 

this day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made thee a 

name, as at this day; 

Jeremiah began his prayer by hallowing the name of God.  
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When is the last time you faced a storm or a trial and praised the name 

of the Lord before you ever asked one petition for you? That is the 

attitude which hallows the name of our God. Many people face a storm 

and are bitter with God for that which they are facing. Let us 

remember what we discussed a few weeks back and that is once we are 

saved we must understand that we are here to glorify our God and that 

means even in the storms. The darker the storm the brighter our lights 

can shine. 

Let me show you Daniel’s prayer while he was living in a foreign land 

with a heart that desired to be back home. 

Daniel 9:4 

4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and 

said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and 

mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his 

commandments; 

Daniel also praises the character of God. 

Consider the prayer of the leaders in Nehemiah 9 when they were 

dressed in sack cloth and ashes which is a sign of sorrow. 

Nehemiah 9:6-8 

6 Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven 

of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are 

therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; 

and the host of heaven worshippeth thee. 
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7 Thou art the LORD the God, who didst choose Abram, and broughtest 

him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of 

Abraham; 

8 And foundest his heart faithful before thee, and madest a covenant 

with him to give the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 

and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the Girgashites, to give it, I 

say, to his seed, and hast performed thy words; for thou art righteous: 

From all of these references we can see that in the prayers of these 

people they hallowed the name of God win their attitudes. 

2. In our action. 

We also have the responsibility of showing forth the character of God 

in the way we conduct our lives. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 

you by us: 

Paul makes it very clear that we are representatives of Christ while we 

are on this earth. There are just so many applications with this 

thought. One of the best passages to consider is that which we have 

already come through. 

Matthew 5:38-44 

38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth 

for a tooth: 

39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite 

thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
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40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let 

him have thy cloak also. 

41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. 

42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of 

thee turn not thou away. 

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, 

and hate thine enemy. 

44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 

good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 

you, and persecute you; 

Let me give you a couple of verses that say it all. 

2 Corinthians 4:7-11 

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 

the power may be of God, and not of us. 

8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, 

but not in despair; 

9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 

10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that 

the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 

11 For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, 

that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal 

flesh. 

Conclusion: 
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Notice what is said in Blue Letter Bible about hallowing God’s name. 

To "hallow the name" includes not only the inward attitude and outward 

action of profound reverence and active praise, but also that personal 

godliness, loving obedience and aggressive Christlikeness, which reveal 

the presence of God in the life, which is His true earthly glory. 


