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“The Danger of Hypocrisy” 

Part 12 

Matthew 6:1-18 

Introduction: Before we get to our study this evening I want to do a 

short review of the verses which we have been looking at for the past 

several weeks. 

Notice Matthew 6:9-13 

This has been our study for quite some time on Wednesday evenings. 

These verses are found in the middle of a section in which Jesus spoke 

to His disciples about the danger of hypocrisy. In Matthew 6:1-18 

Jesus uses the word “hypocrites” 3 times. The word is found in verses 

2, 5, and 16. Each time the word is used it is used as a warning against 

hypocrisy in 3 separate practices of the believer’s life.  

It is used to warn against hypocrisy in: 

1. Giving (6:1-4) 

2. Praying (6:5-15) 

3. Fasting (6:16-18) 

It is interesting that Jesus used 4 verses to speak on giving, 3 verses 

to speak on fasting, and 11 verses to cover the subject of prayer. Then 

in the middle of the section dealing with prayer Jesus sets aside 5 

verses to teach His disciples how to pray. All of this helps us to see 

the importance of prayer in our lives. Prayer is communion with God and 

when our communion with God is right then our giving will be right and 

our self control (fasting) will be right also. 
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Therefore, if prayer is so important then it is very important that we 

know how to pray and that is the purpose of the time we have been 

spending on Matthew 6:9-13.  

So far we have considered 5 points of our outline: 

I. The Seniority of God – “Our Father which art in heaven” 

II. The Supremacy of God – “Hallowed be thy name” 

III. The System of God – “Thy kingdom come” 

IV. The Scheme of God – “Thy will be done” 

V. The Supply of God – “Give us this day our daily bread” 

It is very important to remember that pray is not me convincing God to 

do my will but instead pray is all about me conforming to His will. This 

very truth can be seen in the way in which Jesus taught His disciples to 

pray. The first 3 petitions are focused completely upon God.  

1. Hallowed be thy name. 

2. Thy kingdom come. 

3. Thy will be done.  

It is not until we reach the 4th petition that our needs are addressed. 

Last week I reminded you of the order of these petitions and how 

important this is. It is not that our needs are not important but in the 

process of our needs being met our top concerns should be that God’s 

name is hallowed, His kingdom is advanced, and His will is done. Our 

lives are all about honoring God in all that we do. 

This evening in our study of this outline we have come to the 5th 

petition which is the 2nd petition that deals with us. 
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VI. The Security of God – “And forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors” 

Many weeks back when I put this outline together I did not know what 

we would talk about under each point but God did and the title of this 

point is perfect for that which we shall consider this evening. 

A. The Debt 

The first thing I want to focus on in this verse is the word “debts”. 

This is a reference to sin. Sin is referred to in several ways in the 

Bible. 

a. Transgressions 

b. Trespasses 

c. Unrighteousness 

d. Iniquity 

e. Evil 

f. Wickedness 

But here in our verse for this evening it is referred to as a “debt”. 

Notice Vine’s definition of the word “debt” as used in this verse: 

“Debt demands satisfaction, and thus payment by way of punishment” 

Every person who is unsaved has a sin debt. By that I mean all of your 

sins require a payment in order for the debt to be satisfied. 

Romans 6:23a 

23 For the wages of sin is death; 
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The word “wages” here means “payment”. The payment or the wages for 

sin is death. The word death in the Bible means separation and there 

are 3 kinds of death. 

1. Spiritual death – This is what we are born into and therefore we 

are born separated from God or spiritually dead. 

Isaiah 59:2 

2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and 

your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

2. Physical death – This takes place when we die and it happens 

when the body is separated from the soul. 

3. Second death – This is eternal separation from God which we can 

see at the Great White Throne Judgment. 

Revelation 20:11-15 

11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose 

face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place 

for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 

books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 

life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written 

in the books, according to their works. 

13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell 

delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every 

man according to their works. 

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 

second death. 
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15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 

into the lake of fire. 

Death is not annihilation it is separation. 

Romans 6:23a 

23 For the wages of sin is death; 

So as we come back to Romans 6:23 we can now understand that the 

required payment (debt) for sin is separation from God.  

Therefore, as we go through life all the sin we commit is placed on our 

account and when we get to the end of our lives God requires a 

payment for every sin. So we can say that man has a sin debt and if he 

dies without the debt being paid then he will pay for his sin forever 

separated from God in a place known as the Lake of Fire. 

This completely eliminates the false teaching which says if a person 

cleans up their life or if their good outweighs their bad then God will 

accept them into heaven. Even if someone stopped sinning today and 

never sinned again they still have a sin debt from the past that must be 

paid. 

B. The Payment 

If you are saved then your sin debt has been paid and it was paid by 

what Jesus did on the cross for you. 

Isaiah 53:4-6 

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 

esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
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5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 

stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 

own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Isaiah gives to us the details of what happened upon the cross. Jesus 

was our Substitute and in verse 6 we are told that the Lord laid on Him 

the iniquity of us all. All of your sin and all of my sin was placed upon 

Jesus Christ when He hung upon the cross. 

Now remember that the “wages” of sin is death (separation). 

Matthew 27:45-46 

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto 

the ninth hour. 

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, 

Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou 

forsaken me? 

The words “why hast thou forsaken me” speak of the separation of 

Jesus from the Father. When Jesus hung on the cross He experienced 

spiritual death, physical death, and the second death.  

Jesus paid our sin debt when He died upon the cross. 

1 John 2:1-2 

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if 

any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous: 
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2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also 

for the sins of the whole world. 

The word “propitiation” means “satisfaction”. Jesus Christ satisfied 

the wrath of God when He died upon the cross on our behalf. 

Therefore when you placed your faith in the finished work of Jesus 

Christ your sin account was stamped “PAID IN FULL” and His 

righteousness was then imputed to you. 

Romans 3:22 

22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto 

all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

Colossians 2:13-14 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all 

trespasses; 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 

which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to 

his cross; 

In Paul’s day when a person was placed into prison there was outside 

the cell door a list of the offences which the prisoner was guilty of.  

We were guilty of sin against God and Jesus took all of our sins thus 

they were nailed to the cross and He paid the sin debt for us. 

There was a sign which was on the wall of Pastor Ritchie’s office that 

said: 
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“Jesus paid a debt He did not owe because we had a debt we could 

not pay.” 

C. Our Security 

Now I want you to understand that we are eternally secure in Christ. 

We cannot lose our salvation. 

Hebrews 10:10-12 

10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body 

of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes 

the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 

12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 

sat down on the right hand of God; 

The priests of the Old Testament were not able to sit down because 

their work was never done. They were constantly offering sacrifices 

for the sins of the people. But we are told here that Jesus sat down 

after He made His offering. He sat down because His work completed 

our salvation. 

Hebrews 10:14 

14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 

sanctified. 

Therefore we are secure in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  

Hebrews 10:17 

17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 
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He died once for all and He is now at the right hand of the Father 

constantly interceding for us. 

Hebrews 7:24-25 

24 But this man [Jesus], because he continueth ever, hath an 

unchangeable priesthood. 

25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 

unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 

them. 

Conclusion: 

I gave you all of this tonight because I want you to understand that 

Matthew 6:12 has nothing to do with our salvation. I have heard it said 

by others that Matthew 6:12 is a confession of sin so we can get our 

salvation back after we sin. That is not true because we cannot lose our 

salvation. 

Neither is Matthew 6:12 a prayer of salvation. We know that to be 

true because those who use this outline for prayer are to address God 

as Father. That can only be said of believers.  

Now let me leave you with this: there are 2 kinds of forgiveness. 

1. Judicial  

2. Parental 

The forgiveness prayed for here in Matthew 6:12 is “parental”. Next 

week we will learn about parental forgiveness. I had to give you all of 

this information this evening to prepare you for next week.                     


