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“The Danger of Hypocrisy” 

Part 15 

Matthew 6:1-18 

Introduction: Last week in our study of the Sermon on the Mount we 

continued our look at the outline which Jesus gave to His disciples for 

prayer.  

Notice Matthew 6:9-13 

I. The Seniority of God – “Our Father which art in heaven” 

II. The Supremacy of God – “Hallowed be thy name” 

III. The System of God – “Thy kingdom come” 

IV. The Scheme of God – “Thy will be done” 

V. The Supply of God – “Give us this day our daily bread” 

VI. The Security of God – “And forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors” 

VII. The Safety of God – “And lead us not into temptation” 

VIII.  The Sovereignty of God – “For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen” 

For the past two weeks we have been looking at the 6th point of this 

outline which comes from verse 12. This is a petition asking for 

forgiveness when we are guilty of sin within our lives. Sin in the life of 

the believer does not cause us to lose our salvation but it does break 

our fellowship with our Heavenly Father and at the same time sin robs 

us of our joy. 
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When John wrote 1 John he had a desire for every one of his readers 

to experience what he had experienced as he walked closely with the 

Lord. 

1 John 1:1-4 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 

handled, of the Word of life; 

2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, 

and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 

manifested unto us;) 

3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also 

may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the 

Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

Now Jesus also desired the very same things for all of His disciples 

and so as He taught them to pray He made sure to instruct them to 

keep short accounts with their sin. But He did not just teach them to 

confess their sin but He also placed in this outline a very important 

principle which all of Jesus' disciples needed to know. 

Matthew 6:12 

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

The statement, "as we forgive our debtors" is placed here to remind 

you and me of the importance of extending forgiveness to those who 

have offended us. Jesus is teaching His disciples here that we will only 

receive forgiveness in the same measure which we give forgiveness, in 
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other words if there is someone whom we have never forgiven then we 

cannot walk in fellowship with the Lord. The unforgiveness which we 

carry within our hearts will cause 3 problems: 

1. It will rob us of our joy. 

2. It will keep us out of fellowship with our Lord. 

3. It will hinder your service for God. 

Psalm 66:18 

18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: 

Now this entire matter of you and me extending forgiveness is so 

important. There is so much that rests upon the forgiveness which we 

offer to others. The importance of our forgiveness toward others is 

seen in the two verses which follow after this outline for prayer. 

Matthew 6:14-15 

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you: 

15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 

forgive your trespasses. 

When Jesus was finished with teaching His disciple the outline on 

prayer He then went back and drove the thought of verse 12 home with 

these 2 verses. He spelled it out very clearly here: if we as believers 

withhold forgiveness from anyone who offends us there will be no 

forgiveness given to us no matter how much we plead. 

Now I must remind you that the forgiveness spoken of here by 

Matthew is not the forgiveness which saves us from our sin. This is the 
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forgiveness which we need as believers to stay in fellowship with our 

Lord. This confession and the forgiveness which is requested here is 

only for the believer. This is seen in the way Jesus started the outline 

in verse 9. 

Matthew 6:9 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in 

heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

It is also seen in the fact that an unbeliever has no ability to forgive 

someone else so that he himself can then be forgiven. If that were the 

case then salvation would be by works. The text is clearly focused upon 

the believer and his or her fellowship with the Father. 

Tonight I want to look at one more study from these thoughts before 

we move onto the next petition within the outline. 

I. The Biblical Principle of Sowing and Reaping 

In the Bible there is a principle that is clearly seen time after time and 

it would be great for all of us to keep this principle at the front of our 

minds. We are going to look at some verses but let me first show to you 

the standards for forgiveness. 

Matthew 18:21-33 

21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 

Until seventy times seven. 
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23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, 

which would take account of his servants. 

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which 

owed him ten thousand talents. 

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be 

sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be 

made. 

26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, 

have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed 

him, and forgave him the debt. 

28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, 

which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took 

him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 

29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, 

Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should 

pay the debt. 

31 So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, 

and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 

32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou 

wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst 

me: 

33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, 

even as I had pity on thee? 
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Jesus told His disciples there was to be no limit upon forgiveness. This 

statement no doubt surprised them. So to place things in the proper 

perspective Jesus told a parable. The parable made it very clear that 

they had no right to withhold forgiveness from anyone who had 

offended them because they were the recipients of the greatest 

forgiveness of all. 

Application: 

If you are a saved person then for you or me to withhold forgiveness 

from someone who offended us while at the same time we accept the 

forgiveness of God then that is nothing short of hypocrisy! Because we 

have been forgiven of all sin then we should have a desire to show 

forgiveness to others. 

Let us notice some verses that show forth the principle of reaping 

and sowing. 

Galatians 6:7 

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 

that shall he also reap. 

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but 

he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 

if we faint not. 

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 

especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 
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The word "therefore" in verse 10 points back to the reaping and the 

sowing principle. Paul challenges us to do good to all men because of 

that very principle.  

There is a saying that goes like this, "The chickens always come home 

to roost." An application of that for our lives would be something like 

this; "The way we treat others will eventually come right back to our 

lives". 

Matthew 5:7 

7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

As children of the King we are to be people who show mercy and the 

more mercy we show the greater mercy we will receive. If we withhold 

mercy we will have mercy withheld from us. 

Matthew 5:21-26 

21 Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt not 

kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 

22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without 

a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to 

his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall 

say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 

23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 

rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 

24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be 

reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 
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25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with 

him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the 

judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 

26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till 

thou hast paid the uttermost farthing 

Let me make an application with these verses which will help us to see 

the need to be right with our fellow man. When there is something 

between us and our fellow man we must make that right before God will 

even accept our worship. Therefore, if you are harboring unforgiveness 

in your heart then your worship is not acceptable to God. 

Let me show another passage which teaches that very principle. 

Luke 6:35-38 

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing 

again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of 

the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not 

be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 

shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For 

with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to 

you again. 

Conclusion: 
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Jesus warned of the consequences of unforgiveness in Matthew 6:14-5 

because He desired for us to walk in fellowship and have the joy which 

He came to provide.  

John 15:5-11 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 

him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 

nothing. 

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 

withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they 

are burned. 

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 

and it shall be done unto you. 

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 

my disciples. 

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my 

love. 

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 

have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 

you, and that your joy might be full. 

But if there is something we have against another person which needs 

to be settled and we are harboring unforgiveness then we will not have 

the joy of close fellowship. 


