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“The Danger of Hypocrisy” 

Part 16 

Matthew 6:1-18 

Introduction: Tonight we continue our study of the Sermon on the 

Mount and to be more specific our study of the outline for prayer 

which Jesus gave to His disciples in Matthew 6:9-13. 

Now so far we have looked at 5 petitions which are listed in this 

outline. The first 3 of these petitions are focused completely upon 

God. 

1. Hallowed be thy name. 

2. Thy kingdom come. 

3. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

The next 3 pertain to you and me as believers in Jesus Christ. 

4. Give us this day our daily bread. 

5. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

6. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

Tonight in our study we have come to the 6th petition which is found in 

Matthew 6:13a. 

Notice Matthew 6:9-13. 

Let us look once again at the outline for this passage which we have 

been studying. 

I. The Seniority of God – “Our Father which art in heaven” 

II. The Supremacy of God – “Hallowed be thy name” 

III. The System of God – “Thy kingdom come” 
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IV. The Scheme of God – “Thy will be done” 

V. The Supply of God – “Give us this day our daily bread” 

VI. The Security of God – “And forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors” 

VII. The Safety of God – “And lead us not into temptation” 

VIII.  The Sovereignty of God – “For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen” 

Tonight we are under the 7th point which is the “Safety of God”. 

VII. The Safety of God 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

This part of the prayer is far more important than we realize at first 

glance. Let us consider some thoughts and then we will put it all 

together and see the significance of this petition. 

As believers there are many dangers in the world which we must be 

very careful to avoid. Some of the dangers are obvious and some are 

disguised and for this reason we must be very careful as we pass 

through this sin filled world. 

a. The Danger 

Let us take some time and consider some of the dangers which we need 

to be aware of. 

1 Peter 5:8 

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring 

lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 
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Let me define some words in this verse to help us understand what 

Peter is saying. 

1. Sober – This means to be free from the influence of intoxicants. 

2. Vigilant – This means to be watchful or on alert at all times. 

3. Devour – This means “to drink down”. 

If we place these thoughts together we can understand that Satan is 

“seeking” believers at all times who are intoxicated by something with 

no spiritual value (money, job, recreation, etc…) and it is his desire to 

place a temptation before us that will completely “drink down” our 

reputation and thus destroy our testimony so we will have little 

credibility with others. He will also tempt us with something that will 

weaken us spiritually so as to hinder our effectiveness. 

Let us look at how Satan worked against Samson. 

Judges 13:2-5 

2 And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, 

whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not. 

3 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto 

her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt 

conceive, and bear a son. 

4 Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong 

drink, and eat not any unclean thing: 

5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on 

his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: 

and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. 
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Samson was to be raised as a Nazarite which meant he was to be 

completely separated unto God. Under the Nazarite vow there were 3 

restrictions, (1) abstinence from wine and strong drink, (2) refraining 

from cutting the hair off the head during the whole period of the 

continuance of the vow, and (3) the avoidance of contact with the dead. 

If these restrictions were violated his effectiveness for God was 

hindered and weakened. 

Now let us pick up the story of Samson again. 

Judges 14:1-8 

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the 

daughters of the Philistines. [This is the temptation] 

2 And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have 

seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: now 

therefore get her for me to wife. 

3 Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman 

among the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that 

thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson 

said unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well. 

4 But his father and his mother knew not that it was of the LORD, that 

he sought an occasion against the Philistines: for at that time the 

Philistines had dominion over Israel. 

5 Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, 

and came to the vineyards of Timnath: [He should never have been by 

the vineyards because of the Nazarite vow] and, behold, a young lion 

roared against him [this roaring lion should take our minds back to 1 

Peter 5:8]. 
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6 And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he rent him as 

he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told 

not his father or his mother what he had done [because they would 

have then known of the vineyard]. 

7 And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased 

Samson well. 

8 And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see 

the carcase of the lion: [again he takes the same path] and, behold, 

there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. 

9 And he took thereof in his hands, [he has now violated the vow 

because he touched the carcass of the lion] and went on eating, and 

came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat: but 

he told not them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the 

lion. 

The “lion” (Satan) was successful in leading him down a path which 

where he would be greatly hindered in his effectiveness for God. 

Samson had several problems in his life. First of all he had no self 

discipline and second he had a weakness for women. These two 

weaknesses along with Satan’s temptations of the women he placed in 

Samson’s path would take him down the path of self destruction. 

Samson had become intoxicated with his desire for women and 

therefore Satan was able to lead him down any path he desired as long 

as there were women involved. The frightening thing about Samson was 

that he was a believer so if it could happen to him it could happen to 

any of us. 

Hebrews 11:13, 30-33, 39 
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13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having 

seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, 

and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed 

about seven days. 

31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, 

when she had received the spies with peace. 

32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of 

Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, 

and Samuel, and of the prophets: 

33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 

obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions. 

39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received 

not the promise: 

Application: 

This is exactly the very same thing which Satan would desire to do to 

us in order to “drink up” all of our effectiveness for God.  

So that is the danger we face. 

b. The Decisions 

God has created man with an ability to choose in this life. We are “free 

moral agents” which means we are not puppets. God has given to 

everyone of us the freedom of choice. So with that we are free to 

choose the paths we will go down in life and along with that God directs 

our steps to bring us into situations where He desires for us to be. 
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Proverbs 16:9 

9 A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps. 

Now as we choose our paths and as we walk those paths we cannot see 

beyond the moment we are in. We may think we have chosen the best 

path and we may think we know all the dangers on the path we have 

chosen but we often forget 1 Peter 5:8, Be sober, be vigilant; because 

your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 

he may devour: . We can become so caught up in that which we desire 

or that which is filling our minds that we are like an intoxicated man or 

woman and we walk right into the traps which Satan has placed before 

us. 

Now as we walk close to the Lord in fellowship we would certainly never 

plan to take a path which would lead us into one of Satan’s traps but it 

can still happen. 

That thought brings us to our 3rd point. 

c. The Surrender 

Matthew 6:13a 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

At first glance you may not see the surrender in this verse but when 

we consider all we have just spoke of the surrender will begin to come 

into focus. 

This petition is really a surrender of our will and an acceptance of 

God’s will no matter how difficult His path may be. We don’t know the 

dangers ahead even though we make plans and to pray this petition is to 

say, “God I have all these plans and dreams worked into my plans but if 
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you have something safer and better please lead me down your path 

and I will be willing to abandon my path.” That is not an easy prayer if 

your plans include marrying a certain person or going on vacation or 

starting a job that has great pay. Really this petition connects to the 

first three petitions. 

1. Hallowed be thy name – To pray for God to lead us not into 

temptation but to deliver us from evil is to pray for God to take 

us down a path that will make His character known through our 

lives and to take us down a path that would honor His name. David 

understood this when he wrote the 23rd Psalm. 

Psalm 23:1-3 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the 

still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 

for his name's sake. 

2. Thy kingdom come – To combine the this petition the petition in 

verse 13 is to pray for God to lead us in the path where we will be 

the most effective for His kingdom so that we will be used in a 

way that would advance His kingdom. It would be to seek first His 

kingdom and not the kingdoms of this world. 

3. Thy will be done – To combine this petition with the petition in 

verse 13 is to surrender all of our plans into the hands of God and 

to agree to accept His plans as something far better than our 

plans. It is to rest in Isaiah 55. 
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Isaiah 55:8-9 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways, saith the LORD. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Conclusion: 

Matthew 6:13a 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

This petition will only be prayed from the heart that really longs to see 

God glorified in their life. To pray this pray is to ask God to lead us 

where we will best glorify Him even at the cost of our own dreams. 


