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“The Sermon on the Mount” 

The Beatitudes 

Part 5 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Introduction: Tonight as we continue our study of the Sermon on the 

Mount we must do a short review as to where we have been so that our 

minds will be tuned into what we are going to consider tonight. 

So far in our study we have considered 4 of the Beatitudes found in 

Matthew 5. 

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

2. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

3. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

4. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: 

for they shall be filled. 

The last time we were together we looked at what it means to hunger 

and thirst after righteousness. To hunger and to thirst after 

righteousness is to be aware of our true spiritual condition which is we 

can do nothing without Jesus Christ. 

John 15:5 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 

him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 

nothing. 
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So, when we are aware of our true spiritual condition it is then that we 

hunger and thirst after the righteousness of Christ in our lives. When 

we grasp onto this truth it is then that we desire to see the Holy 

Spirit live the life of Christ through us. 

Now, we also considered that God allows each of us to battle with 

certain weaknesses in our lives and those weaknesses cause us to 

hunger and to thirst after the righteousness of Christ in our lives. God 

will even permit us as His children to fall so as to help us to see our 

true condition so that we will hunger and thirst after His 

righteousness. 

That is what we considered the last time we were together but we did 

not get into the last part of Matthew 5:6 which tells us “for they shall 

be filled”. 

What does Jesus mean when He says, “They shall be filled”? 

Jesus statement applies to us today as well as in the future. When God 

causes a hunger and a thirst within a soul it is so that He may satisfy 

the hunger and the thirst. It is when we hunger and thirst after Christ 

that we are drawn closer to Him. It is then in that close fellowship 

that we are “filled”. 

We are filled with peace that passeth all understanding, filled with all 

the fulness of God, and filled with praise and thanksgiving. In that 

close walk with our Lord it is then that our cup runneth over. 

I believe that Jesus statement here was also prophetic. When this life 

is over someday and we are given our glorified bodies when the rapture 

occurs it will be then that our struggles with sin will be over.  
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Revelation 7:13-17 

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these 

which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are 

they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 

and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and 

night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 

them. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall 

the sun light on them, nor any heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 

them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God 

shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

5. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Notice Matthew 5:7 

Now as we come to the 5th of the Beatitudes the first point we must 

make is that this Beatitude has nothing to do with earning the 

forgiveness of God as some believe today. You see there are those that 

teach salvation is by works and they will attempt to use this verse as 

well as numerous others to support their teaching.  

Our Lord is not describing in this sermon the way of salvation but He is 

instead describing the righteous life of the believer who is being 

controlled by the Spirit of God. It is a detailed description of the 

lifestyle of the one who is already forgiven. This sermon is a picture of 
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the repentant life. Now let us consider the true meaning of what Jesus 

is saying here. 

a. The placement of the Beatitude. 

If we look closely at where we find this Beatitude can grasp onto what 

Jesus is saying here. In the first 4 Beatitudes we see exercises of the 

heart. 

1. Poor in spirit. 

2. Mourning/ godly sorrow. 

3. Meekness. 

4. Hungering and thirsting. 

These are all conditions of the heart of the one who has been born 

again and also that is being controlled by the Spirit of God. Then as we 

come to this 5th Beatitude we find the first outward evidence of the 

inward change and that is mercy. How perfectly placed is this 

Beatitude. It is after having received mercy from the Lord that we as 

believers being led by the Holy Spirit desire to show the very same 

mercy to those we encounter. 

Illustration: 

Many sinners have traveled through this life with the bitter root of 

unforgiveness because of how someone treated them in the past. Then 

they met Jesus and they understood they had been forgiven of all 

their sins and they immediately offered forgiveness to those who had 

offended them. That is mercy! 

It is not that God requires mercy in order to obtain mercy for that 

would completely do away with grace. But now that we have tasted of 
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the mercy of God we cannot withhold mercy from others. The very 

mercy of God will be seen in us as we allow the Holy Spirit to live the 

life of Jesus Christ through us. 

b. The meaning of mercy. 

Mercy is a holy compassion by which our hearts are exercised for 

another who is in misery. It is a willingness to give up our life of ease 

so as to relieve the misery that is in the lives of others even when 

their misery is self inflicted. Mercy never rejoices in the hardship of 

others even when they have brought on the hardships by their own 

choices. Instead mercy moves the heart with compassion knowing that 

if it were not for the grace of our God we could be the ones in the self 

inflicted hardship. 

Matthew 9:35-37 

35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every 

sickness and every disease among the people. 

36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on 

them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep 

having no shepherd. 

37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but 

the labourers are few; 

  Mercy is not however blind to the benefits of correction and 

discipline. God has shown to us great mercy but at the same time He 

chastens us when we choose to live in disobedience. It is not being 

blind to sin but it is looking beyond the individual’s sin and seeing them 
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in their need of forgiveness. It is being used as an instrument of God 

to show His mercy and grace to them.  

Mercy comes from God and mercy shown through us is from the Holy 

Spirit within us living the life of Jesus through us. Therefore if we 

look at Jesus we will be able to see what mercy looks like. 

a. He was moved with compassion. 

b. He wept with those who wept. 

c. He was patient with those who were slow to learn. 

Consider the words of an unnamed Bible teacher: 

“The mercy Jesus speaks of here is something more than a feeling: it is 

an operative principle. It not only stirs the heart, but it moves the 

hand to render help unto those in need, for the one cannot be severed 

from the other. So far from it being a well shut up or a fountain 

sealed, this mercy is a collection of acts of charity, from which issue 

streams of blessing. It does not exhaust itself in profitless words, but 

is accompanied by helpful deeds.” 

Let us consider God’s mercy toward us; His mercy was far more than a 

feeling. For the mercy of God moved His hand the entire way up to 

Calvary’s cross where He struck His own Son violently with our sins so 

that we could have a way of forgiveness.  

John gives us a picture of God’s mercy and then he applies it to our 

lives. 

1 John 3:16-17 

16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for 

us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
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17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, 

and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the 

love of God in him? 

Verse 17 is very important for it shows us that mercy comes from “the 

bowels of compassion”. It comes from the Spirit that lives within us 

and when we allow Him to have control of our lives this mercy will be 

seen in our lives. 

So all of that defines mercy but we need to see mercy in action so that 

we know how it applies to our lives. Let us consider some Biblical 

examples of mercy in action. 

A. Joseph 

Joseph gives to us a great picture of mercy in the way that he treated 

his brothers after they had sold him into slavery. 

Genesis 45:3-11 

3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet 

live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at 

his presence. 

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And 

they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold 

into Egypt. 

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold 

me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. 

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there 

are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. 
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7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, 

and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made 

me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler 

throughout all the land of Egypt. 

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy 

son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, 

tarry not: 

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near 

unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy 

flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: 

11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of 

famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to 

poverty. 

B. Moses 

Moses gives to us another picture of mercy in the way that he prayed 

for his sister Miriam after her and her brother Aaron became jealous 

of Moses position of leadership. 

Numbers 12:1-2 

 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian 

woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 

2 And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he 

not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it. 

The Lord then struck Miriam with leprosy and it was then that Moses 

showed mercy. 
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Numbers 12:10-13 

10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam 

became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, 

behold, she was leprous. 

11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not 

the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have 

sinned. 

12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when 

he cometh out of his mother's womb. 

13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I 

beseech thee. 

C. David 

When David had to flee from Jerusalem because his son Absalom 

desired to kill him he was confronted by a man named Shimei. 

2 Samuel 16:5-8 

5 And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence came out a man 

of the family of the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of 

Gera: he came forth, and cursed still as he came. 

6 And he cast stones at David, and at all the servants of king David: and 

all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his 

left. 

7 And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come out, thou 

bloody man, and thou man of Belial: 

8 The LORD hath returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, 

in whose stead thou hast reigned; and the LORD hath delivered the 
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kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son: and, behold, thou art taken 

in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man. 

A time later Absalom was killed and David was restored to the throne. 

It was then that David met Shimei again, the very man that cursed him. 

2 Samuel 19:16-23 

16 And Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite, which was of Bahurim, 

hasted and came down with the men of Judah to meet king David. 

17 And there were a thousand men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the 

servant of the house of Saul, and his fifteen sons and his twenty 

servants with him; and they went over Jordan before the king. 

18 And there went over a ferry boat to carry over the king's household, 

and to do what he thought good. And Shimei the son of Gera fell down 

before the king, as he was come over Jordan; 

19 And said unto the king, Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, 

neither do thou remember that which thy servant did perversely the 

day that my lord the king went out of Jerusalem, that the king should 

take it to his heart. 

20 For thy servant doth know that I have sinned: therefore, behold, I 

am come the first this day of all the house of Joseph to go down to 

meet my lord the king. 

21 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, Shall not Shimei 

be put to death for this, because he cursed the LORD's anointed? 

22 And David said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah, that 

ye should this day be adversaries unto me? shall there any man be put 

to death this day in Israel? for do not I know that I am this day king 

over Israel? 
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23 Therefore the king said unto Shimei, Thou shalt not die. And the 

king sware unto him. 

Now I want you to notice something very interesting. Sometime before 

this David had been confronted by Nathan because of his sin with 

Bathsheba and when he was confronted he confessed his sin to Nathan 

and to God. But I want you to notice very closely the words that 

Nathan spoke to him after the confession. 

2 Samuel 12:13 

13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And 

Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou 

shalt not die. 

He spoke the same words to Shimei that Nathan had spoken to him. He 

was shown mercy and he then showed the same mercy to Shimei. 

Conclusion: 

We can see from these examples how mercy works in the life of the 

child of God. Next week we will see the blessings of mercy. 

 

 


