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“The Proper View of Wealth” 

Part 3 

Matthew 6:19-34 

Introduction: This is our 3rd study of Matthew 6:19-24. Last week in 

our study we looked at the history which was behind this text which 

really helps us to understand what Jesus is saying here. Let me remind 

you again that Jesus is not saying here that it is a sin to enjoy the 

comforts of this world. He is showing His disciples here the security of 

investing their wealth in eternal treasures. In verse 19 Jesus is 

speaking out against stockpiling stuff in this life. He is speaking about 

laying up stuff that is not being used. It is laid up just for the purpose 

of knowing that you have it. It is like hoarding. 

There were in Jesus day as well as the Old Testament days 3 

commodities which people invested their wealth in: 

1. Garments 

2. Grain  

3. Precious metals 

There are many verses in the Bible which support this. 

Garments and Precious Metals 

2 Kings 5:1-5 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man 

with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given 

deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a 

leper. 
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2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away 

captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on 

Naaman's wife. 

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the 

prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid 

that is of the land of Israel. 

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the 

king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of 

silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 

When Naaman desired to have Elisha come to heal him of his leprosy he 

sent his messenger to Elisha with gold, silver, and 10 changes of 

garments. 

 

Grain 

Luke 12:16-19 

16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain 

rich man brought forth plentifully: 

17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I 

have no room where to bestow my fruits? 

18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build 

greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 

many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 
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20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required 

of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 

21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 

God. 

Here is a parable of a man whose fields brought forth a great harvest 

and so he built barns to store his wealth which was grain and in verse 

21 Jesus referred to his grain as treasure. 

So with people investing in these 3 commodities Jesus then spoke of 3 

concerns they would face. 

Notice Matthew 6:19 

Moth – These would eat the garments that were not being worn.  

Rust – The word “rust” here means “to eat”. Precious metals do not 

rust. I believe the word is a reference to what happens to grain that is 

stored. It is eaten by mice and rats. 

In 2008 about 50% of grain that was stored in India was eaten by 

rodents. There was a big push for the people of India to start eating 

rats and they were being promoted as a delicacy. (BBC News August 13, 

2008) 

Thieves – The verse tells us that “thieves break through and steal”. 

The phrase “break through” really means to “dig through”. Precious 

metals were often buried in a field and if you were wealthy thieves 

would come into your fields at night and dig for your buried precious 

metal. 

Therefore, there were 3 concerns if you were someone who invested 

your money in earthly treasures of Jesus’ day. 
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Notice Matthew 19:20 

In contrast to the earthly concerns there is no concern for loss if you 

invest your money in eternal treasures. Last week looked at how 

earthly treasures are the souls of people. 

Luke 16:9 

9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of 

unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into 

everlasting habitations. 

Jesus points to money here, which has no eternal value, and tells us 

that we are to invest it into the lives of people so that when we get to 

the shore of heaven they will welcome us. Therefore, people are the 

eternal treasures which Jesus speaks of in Matthew 6:20. This brings 

us to where we are today. 

I. Where is Your Heart? 

Part 3 

Notice Matthew 6:21 

The very first word of this verse is so important because it connects 

to the previous 2 verses. 

This verse contains the key to proper investments. It is all about the 

heart. 

Last week I told you that God could have just given a straight 

percentage which He required for us to give and then it would all be 

settled. He could have placed it into a commandment and then we would 

have been obligated to that percentage. But if He did that then we 

would have been giving to Him because of the commandment. That is 
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not what He desires. God desires that we give back to Him out of our 

love for Him, not because we have been commanded to. You see God is 

concerned with the heart and that is exactly what we see within this 

verse. When the heart is right then our investments will be right also. 

When I look at this verse I see an interesting thought, if people could 

look through our banking statements then they would have a really good 

view of our hearts. Let me show you a passage that will support the 

thought that if our heart is right that our investments will also be 

right. 

In Nehemiah 8 after the wall was complete the people called on Ezra to 

read the Law of Moses. 

Nehemiah 8:1-2 

And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the 

street that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the 

scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 

commanded to Israel. 

2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of 

men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the 

first day of the seventh month. 

Now when the people heard and understood the Word of God there 

was a revival which broke out in Nehemiah’s day. There were 3 

evidences of the revival: 

1. Brokenness over their sin. 

Nehemiah 8:8-9 
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So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the 

sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, 

and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This 

day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the 

people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 

2. They worshipped God. 

Nehemiah 9:1-3 

Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel 

were assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon 

them. 

2 And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and 

stood and confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 

3 And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of 

the LORD their God one fourth part of the day; and another fourth 

part they confessed, and worshipped the LORD their God. 

3. They had a great desire to be obedient to the Word of God. 

Nehemiah 9:38 

38 And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and 

our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it. 

In that desire they entered into a covenant with the Lord. Notice what 

they agreed to in the covenant. 

Nehemiah 10:29-32 



Wednesday August 21, 2013 
 

7 
 

29 They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, 

and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which was given by Moses the 

servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the 

LORD our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes; 

30 And that we would not give our daughters unto the people of the 

land, not take their daughters for our sons: 

31 And if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the 

sabbath day to sell, that we would not buy it of them on the sabbath, 

or on the holy day: and that we would leave the seventh year, and the 

exaction of every debt. 

32 Also we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves yearly with 

the third part of a shekel for the service of the house of our God; 

In verse 32 we see that because their hearts were right they promised 

to give faithfully to the house of God. This goes back to what I had 

said that when the heart is right our investments will also be right. 

In Matthew 6:19-24 Jesus is addressing the heart just has He has 

been the entire way through the Sermon on the Mount. Here in 

Matthew 6:19 Jesus is saying that wherever our treasure that is where 

our heart will be and our treasure will control our heart. So if we have 

a heart that is consumed with the things of God it will show in the way 

we invest our finances. We will give for the cause of people and we will 

be very sensitive to the needs of those around us. 

I need to stop here and remind you of something; every dollar that is 

invested into the life of another person is an investment into eternity. 

If you see someone in need and you can only give $5.00 and you give it 

in the proper spirit (Matthew 6:1-4) it has not gone unnoticed by God. 

That is an eternal investment which is secure and you will one day be 
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rewarded for what you gave. This is exactly what we are to do with our 

wealth as we travel through this world. 

1 Timothy 6:17-18 

17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, 

nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly 

all things to enjoy; 

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 

distribute, willing to communicate; 

The statement “willing to communicate” means to “be ready to give”. 

Many however would look at 1 Timothy and say it does not apply to 

them because they are not “rich” but I believe it applies to every one 

of us in this room. There is not one person here who can claim to be the 

poorest person in the world. There are millions of people who struggle 

far more than any of us. Therefore, 1 Timothy does apply to all of us.  

It is the sinful heart in us that says, “These verses don’t apply to me,” 

“I am not rich so I don’t need to be concerned with these verses”, 

“This applies to people who make $100,000 per year or better”. You 

know why we may think that way? It is the sinful greed within our 

hearts that wants to cling to everything we can. You see, it is a heart 

problem. That is exactly what Jesus is addressing in Matthew 6:19-24. 

Let me show you a verse that can help if you have a tough time parting 

with your riches for someone other than yourself. 

Proverbs 19:17a 

17 He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; 
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 Pay very close attention to the word “lendeth”. It refers to a loan. If 

you give to someone who has a need it is the same as giving a loan to 

God. Now when we think of a loan we also know it is paid back to the 

lender. Notice the rest of the verse. 

Proverbs 19:17b 

and that which he hath given will he pay him again. 

Do you understand that promise? God says that if we give to someone 

who has a need it is the same as giving God a loan and He PROMISES 

that He will pay it back. That is eternal interest on your investment. 

I have seen this very principle in action right here at this church. 

Several years back there was started for this church, by a gracious 

man and his wife, a brokerage account in a bank. The first deposit they 

made was valued around $10,000. If you were here then you know that 

we made the choice to give it all to the missionaries in Haiti. What you 

did not know was there was no promise ever made by that family to 

give anymore. To be honest I thought it was intended as a onetime gift. 

There is today in that very fund over $30,000. I am convinced that 

every time this church reaches a hand out to help a missionary or a 

family in need it is like loaning to God and He faithfully gives back far 

more than was ever given. Now, please don’t misunderstand; we do not 

give to get something back. I use this just to show you the principle at 

work here within this local church. We give because as the body of 

Christ we have a heart to help God’s people who are in need. 

The very same principle applies in our lives also. 

Conclusion: 
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Let me leave you with 2 verses that contain that very same principle. 

Proverbs 11:24-25 

24 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 

withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 

25 The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be 

watered also himself. 

Those who “scattereth” are those who give generously. Those who 

“withholdeth more than is meet” are those who stockpile stuff in their 

barns, garages, or attics. This verse tells us that “tight fisted” 

lifestyle leads to poverty. 

The liberal soul becomes fat in the sense that the more you give to 

help others the more is given to you to use in the lives of others. 


