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“The Sermon on the Mount” 

The Beatitudes 

Part 6 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Introduction: Last week in our study we were looking at the Beatitudes 

and we had looked at the 5th Beatitude which is found in verse 7; 

 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

In our study last week we looked at the first part of this verse. We 

considered the meaning of the word “merciful” and how it applies to our 

lives. 

Here is one of the definitions that we considered last week: 

“The mercy Jesus speaks of here is something more than a feeling: it is 

an operative principle. It not only stirs the heart, but it moves the 

hand to render help unto those in need, for the one cannot be severed 

from the other. So far from it being a well shut up or a fountain 

sealed, this mercy is a collection of acts of charity, from which issue 

streams of blessing. It does not exhaust itself in profitless words, but 

is accompanied by helpful deeds.” 

We also looked at the placement of this Beatitude in the Scriptures. It 

comes after the first 4 which speak of the attitude of the heart when 

a believer is controlled by the Holy Spirit. It is then that this 5th 

Beatitude is produced in the life of the believer. The very same mercy 

that is shown to us by our Lord is produced by the Holy Spirit in our 

lives if we are surrendered to Him. 
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Tonight I want to focus upon the 2nd part of the verse which contains a 

promise for all of those who show mercy to others. 

Let us consider a thought that is foundational in this study. 

I. Mercy is a Characteristic of the Righteous Life. 

Last week we talked briefly about how mercy comes from God. So 

therefore since the Spirit of God lives within us the very mercy of God 

should be seen in our lives. Some may object however and claim they 

have seen mercy and kindness flow from the lives of the unsaved also 

and to that I would agree. But theirs is not a product of the Holy 

Spirit but it is only instinctive and there is nothing spiritual in their 

actions.  

Let us consider a few verses that will support that mercy is the mark 

of a righteous person. 

Psalm 37:21 

21 The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous 

sheweth mercy, and giveth. 

This verse makes a clear distinction between the wicked and the 

righteous. The wicked only cares about self but the righteous is moved 

with compassion and shows mercy. 

James 3:13-17 

13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him 

shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 

14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and 

lie not against the truth. 



Wednesday August 15, 2012 
 

3 
 

15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, 

devilish. 

16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil 

work. 

17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

II. The Blessings of Mercy. 

Matthew 5:7 

7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

We can divide the blessings of showing mercy into 3 categories: 

A. Inward Joy. 

Proverbs 14:21 

21 He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy 

on the poor, happy is he. 

There is something about showing mercy to other people that gives to 

us a feeling of inward satisfaction. You see it is the Spirit of God that 

moves us to show mercy to those who are around us therefore, when 

we do not show mercy there is a conviction within our hearts by the 

Spirit. But when we submit to the prodding of the Holy Spirit and we 

show mercy to other people the result is an inward peace. 

Let me share with you something that you need to know; when someone 

offends you and you refuse to forgive them and show mercy toward 

them you are guilty of allowing a bitter root to grow within your life. 
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That bitter root will make you miserable as you go through this life. It 

will stay just under the surface where it cannot be seen as long as 

everything is going well in your life but the moment someone offends 

you again that bitter root will show itself through anger or resentment. 

You will begin to gather a list of people that you will not show mercy to. 

You may think that you are making them miserable by not extending 

mercy and forgiveness but in reality you are causing yourself to be 

miserable. As your life goes on the bitter root will eat away at you 

from the inside just like a cancer. You will know nothing of Proverbs 

14:21 that tells us the one who shows mercy will be happy. 

Let me just encourage you that if you are withholding mercy from 

someone that has offended you let it go.  

Back to the point: showing mercy brings to us an inward joy. 

B. Mercy from others. 

Now we must understand that it is God’s desire that you and I show 

forth His mercy while we walk the face of this earth. When we walk in 

a way that is pleasing to God or in a way that we show mercy to others 

the Providence of God moves the hearts of people so that we find 

favor with them. 

Proverbs 3:3-4 

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; 

write them upon the table of thine heart: 

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God 

and man. 

Proverbs 20:28 
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28 Mercy and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by 

mercy. 

The word “upholden” means to “sustain, establish, comfort, or support”. 

In other words the principle is that when the king shows mercy to 

those who are under his authority it is his extension of mercy that 

keeps him on the throne. A king that would not show mercy would 

always live in fear of being replaced. From Proverbs 3 and 20 we can 

clearly see that when we show mercy to others the Providence of God 

often moves the hearts of the people so that we will find favor in their 

eyes.  

Galatians 6:7 

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 

that shall he also reap. 

The next verse also helps us to see the Providence of God that is at 

work when we show mercy to people that have offended us. 

Proverbs 16:7 

7 When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to 

be at peace with him. 

Illustration: 

I have been an eyewitness to this principle at work. I have been around 

people that were very judgmental of others and at the same time 

showed very little if any mercy or kindness toward those who did not 

measure up to their standards. The result was they were shown no 

mercy or respect from others. 
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I have seen these people questioned as to why they were so judgmental 

and their response was, “I do not approve of the lifestyle of those 

people”. Maybe you view people that way also and if you do let me give 

you something to think about. Our world is full of sinners with 

lifestyles that are sinful. We are commanded to take the Gospel to 

them and to tell them of God’s love. I have learned from personal 

experience that we must be “bridge builders”. By that I mean that we 

must build bridges into the lives of unsaved people so that we may have 

an opportunity to show Jesus to them. When you are judgmental and 

abrasive you are destroying the inroads that are needed to reach them. 

Back to the thought again; when we extend mercy the Providence of 

God moves others to show mercy and kindness toward us. 

C. Mercy from God. 

Psalm 18:24-25a 

24 Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to my 

righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in his eyesight. 

25 With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; 

The principle taught here is that when we show mercy to others we can 

expect to see mercy from God. Now let us understand that the flip 

side of that thought is also true. When we do not show mercy to other 

we can expect God to withhold His mercy from us. 

James 2:13 

13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no 

mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment. 
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Now to best understand this verse we must look at it in context. Let us 

look at the first 4 verses of James 2 to understand the context. 

James 2:1-4 

My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 

glory, with respect of persons. 

2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly 

apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 

3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say 

unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou 

there, or sit here under my footstool: 

4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil 

thoughts? 

The people that James was writing to were guilty of judging people 

from their outward appearance. They were guilty of showing favoritism 

toward the rich and looking down on the poor. Within their hearts they 

had become judges of other people and their judgment was without 

mercy.  

How many times have we treated someone differently because of their 

outward appearance? How many times have we withheld mercy because 

of the way someone looked on the outside? 

There is coming a day when we will as believers stand before the 

Judgment Seat of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:10-11 
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10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 

every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he 

hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we 

are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your 

consciences. 

When James spoke the words of 2:13 I believe he had this very day in 

mind.  

James 2:13 

13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no 

mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment. 

When we get to the Judgment Seat of Christ one thing that everyone 

of us will need is mercy for we have all failed in using all that God has 

entrusted to us for His glory. James explains if we have showed mercy 

here on this earth toward others then in that day we will be shown 

mercy from God. If we are people that show mercy now we will be 

people that receive mercy then.  

Conclusion: 

Let me leave you with a parable that Jesus told and in it you will see 

the consequences of showing no mercy. 

Matthew 18:21-35 

21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 

Until seventy times seven. 
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23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, 

which would take account of his servants. 

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which 

owed him ten thousand talents. 

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be 

sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be 

made. 

26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, 

have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed 

him, and forgave him the debt. 

28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, 

which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took 

him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 

29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, 

Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should 

pay the debt. 

31 So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, 

and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 

32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou 

wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst 

me: 

33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, 

even as I had pity on thee? 
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34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he 

should pay all that was due unto him. 

35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your 

hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 

Now this parable does not teach that we lose our salvation when we 

refuse to show mercy. That is not the thought of the parable. There 

are 2 main lessons here: 

1. When we withhold mercy then God withholds mercy from us.  

James 2:13 

13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no 

mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment. 

2. When we withhold mercy we will have no peace within our 

lives.  

Matthew 18:34 

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he 

should pay all that was due unto him. 

Proverbs 14:21 

21 He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy on 

the poor, happy is he. 


