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“Relating to our Fellowman” 

Part 7 

Matthew 7:1-12 

Introduction: In our study of the Sermon on the Mount we have been 

looking at Jesus teaching concerning our relationships with our 

fellowman. In Matthew 7:1-12 Jesus has given to us a “Masterpiece 

Outline” as to how we are to relate to one another.  

In Matthew 7:1-6 Jesus told us “what not to do” in our relationships 

with other people.  

Matthew 7:1a 

1Judge not, 

When Jesus spoke these words He did not mean that we are not to 

confront sin in our fellow believer’s lives. We are to confront sin and 

the Bible is very clear about that. To not confront sin in a fellow 

believer’s life is to “hate” them. 

Leviticus 19:17 

17 Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise 

rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him. 

We are to confront sin in a fellow believer’s life but it must be done in 

the right spirit. In this section Jesus is addressing the poison of the 

Pharisees who were so critical and judgmental of anyone outside of 

their circle. Their criticism and judgments we not for the purpose of 

helping but they were focused on wounding. 
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If we are not careful we can fall into the poison of the Pharisees and in 

so doing we can be critical and judgmental with the intent to wound a 

brother or a sister. 

John 11:43-44 

43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 

come forth. 

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with 

graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith 

unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

The unwrapping of Lazarus is a picture of how we are to help one 

another get free from the old “grave clothes” which are symbolic of 

sin. We are to help set them free not wound them. 

Jesus then continued and He gave to us 3 reasons why we are not to be 

critical and judgmental. 

1. We are not God. 

2. We will be judged by the same degree as we judge others when 

we stand before God. 

3. It gives the wrong impression of God and the wrong impression of 

the body of Christ. 

He then gave the proper way to deal with sin in a fellow believer’s life 

and that is by looking close at our own lives first. 

Matthew 7:5 

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and 

then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's 

eye. 
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Jesus knew that when we began to understand what He was saying here 

some people would pull away and refrain from ever drawing any lines of 

discrimination. Therefore He addresses that also.  

Matthew 7:6 

6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls 

before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again 

and rend you. 

We must learn to know the difference between the dogs and the swine 

which means we must draw lines of discrimination. 

In our study we then considered the second part of Jesus teaching on 

our relationships with our fellowman. 

Notice Matthew 7:7-12 

Here in these verses we find “what we are to do to others”. The 

principle found in this section is in verse 12 and it is the key to all 

human relationships. 

Matthew 7:12 

12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 

do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

This verse has no conditions or clauses attached to it. We are to do 

ALL THINGS to others that we would desire others to do to us, EVEN 

IF THEY WOULD NEVER CONSIDER DOING THAT WHICH WE 

DESIRE. 

The key to understanding this verse is to realize that we are to live 

“selfless” lives. The problem is that most of the time we live “selfish” 
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lives. When we live in a way that fulfills this verse then we will put our 

needs, desires, and dreams aside and we will reach out to others to 

help them. That means we live sacrificial lives. 

Let me explain this in better detail. If I am saving to buy something 

which I need and God lays on my heart to help you in your need I am to 

take that which I have saved and help you meet the need in your life. 

That is selfless living and that is exactly what Jesus is speaking of 

here. 

Let me take a moment and explain something to you on this matter. God 

often burdens our hearts to help others but we are fearful to use our 

resources because we don’t know what tomorrow holds. We forget Who 

holds tomorrow. We place our faith in our resources and not in God. 

But the point I want you to understand is that God will often test our 

faith with these situations. Remember what the Lord spoke on earlier 

in the Sermon on the Mount? 

Matthew 6:19-21 

19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 

doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 

steal: 

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

The problem is that when we live “selfless” lives and we live the way 

Jesus commands it is the opposite of what the world teaches. Please 

understand that we cannot go to the world to define the Christian life. 
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The Christian life is something which the world does not understand 

and it makes no sense to them. Jesus was not understood and neither 

will we be when we are controlled by the Spirit and He lives the life of 

Jesus through us. 

I. What to do. 

Part 3 

Matthew 7:7-12 

Last week we started to look at the reasons which Jesus gave for us to 

be obedient to verse 12. 

1. The Purpose of God Requires it. 

Matthew 7:12 

12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 

do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

Jesus tells us here that to live the selfless live is the fulfillment of 

the Old Testament pertaining to our relationships with one another. 

Last week we looked at how the entire Old Testament can be summed 

up with 2 Commandments: 

Matthew 22:36-40 

36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

38 This is the first and great commandment. 
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39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself. 

Therefore, to do to others as we would have them to do to us is 

exactly what God’s Word requires of us. Anything short of that is sin. 

When we live selfless lives we are fulfilling our purpose as God’s 

children on this earth for when we live selfless lives we are manifesting 

Jesus Christ in our bodies. 

2. The Promises of God Demand it. 

Notice Matthew 7:7-8 

When we start to grasp the principle in Matthew 7:12 one of the first 

thoughts which comes into our minds is this; if I give what I have to 

help someone else then what am I going to do? 

That is where Matthew 7:7-8 comes in. You see we can give out of our 

“stockpile” or out of our “nest egg” because we can then go to our 

Heavenly Father and ask when we have a need. We have an 

inexhaustible resource in our Heavenly Father and so we can give when 

someone has a need and we are promised that when we are in need He 

will give to us.  

Notice Matthew 7:12 again. 

The first word “therefore” points right back to this promise. It also 

connects with what we looked at before this passage when we looked at 

the cure for worry. 

Matthew 6:31-33 

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall 

we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
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32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly 

Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 

these things shall be added unto you. 

Now I want to get back to Matthew 7:7-8 because there is something 

we need to be clear on here. This is not a “blank check” that says we 

can go to God and He will give to us more than we can spend. It does 

not mean He will unload the bank of Heaven on us. There are conditions 

connected to this promise. 

a. This only applies to God’s children. The unsaved cannot claim 

this promise. 

b. This only applies to God’s children who are living in obedience 

to Him. 

1 John 3:22 

22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 

commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

c. This only applies to God’s children who are asking with pure 

motives. 

We cannot expect anything from our Father when we are asking for 

the purpose of our own selfish desires. 

James 4:3 

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it 

upon your lusts 
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d. This only applies to God’s children who are asking praying in 

God’s will. 

If we are asking for the purpose of God getting all the glory then we 

can expect to receive what we are asking for.  

1 John 5:14-15 

14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any 

thing according to his will, he heareth us: 

15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 

have the petitions that we desired of him. 

Those are the 4 conditions connected to asking God for that which we 

need. Let me also add that when we give to those in need it must be 

done in the right spirit also. 

Matthew 6:3-4a 

3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right 

hand doeth: 

4 That thine alms may be in secret: 

Let’s get back to the text again: we are to do to others as we desire 

for them to do to us because the purpose of God requires it, the 

promises of God demand it and there is one more: 

3. The character of God encourages it. 

Now we need to think about something for a moment here. We are 

God’s children and as His children we are to manifest Him to the people 

around us. To make it easy to understand we as God’s children are to 
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show forth God’s character to those around us. With that thought let 

us notice the next verses. 

Notice Matthew 7:9-11 

Here in these verses Jesus is reminding us of the nature of our 

Heavenly Father. Let me break this down so we can see what He is 

saying. 

Notice Matthew 7:9 

Here Jesus speaks of a loving caring father who helps his children 

when they have a need. He would not give them a stone when they were 

in need of bread. The bread and the stone would have been very similar 

in appearance. The idea is that a loving father will not deceive his 

son. 

Notice Matthew 7:10 

Neither would a father give his son a snake when he asked for a fish. 

The idea is that a fish was a clean animal and a snake was an unclean 

animal. Both would have been cooked by the way. To give his son a snake 

would cause his son to be disobedient to the Law for snakes were 

forbidden as food. The idea here is that a loving father will not 

defile his son. 

Luke adds one more thought on this that we need to see. 

Luke 11:12 

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
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A scorpion could tuck his legs under him and from the top he would look 

just like an egg. The idea is that a loving father would not destroy 

his son. 

So a loving father will not deceive, defile or destroy his son because he 

loves him too much to do any of those. 

Notice Matthew 7:11 

The loving earthly father is still “evil” meaning “sinful” and he knows 

how to take care of his son then how much more does our Heavenly 

Father (Who loves us more than we love our own children) who abides in 

heaven (speaks of His holiness) know how to give good things to you and 

I who are His children when we ask.  

Conclusion: 

There are 2 thoughts I think the Lord wants us to see here. 

1. Since we are God’s children and we are to manifest His character 

to those around us then we should freely give just as He does. 

2. We should never worry what is going to happen if we give away 

that which we have stockpiled because our Heavenly Father loves 

us and will make sure we have what we need to make it through 

life. 

Psalm 37:25 

25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous 

forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 


