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“The Purpose of the Sermon on the Mount” 

Part 10 

Matthew 7:13-29 

Introduction: Tonight as we come back to our study of the Sermon on 

the Mount I want to do a short review of what we started looking at 

last week and then I would lie to expound upon that very same thought.  

Last week in our study of the sermon which Jesus preached we started 

in Matthew 7:21-27 and within those verses we started to look at 

Matthew 7:21-23. 

Notice Matthew 7:21-23 

“Deceived” 

Last week I explained that I entitled this section “Deceived” because 

that is exactly what has happened to the people which Jesus refers to 

within these verses. 

Now let me remind you they have been deceived in one of 2 ways: 

1. By false teachers. 

Matthew 7:15 

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 

inwardly they are ravening wolves. 

2. By their own hearts. 

Jeremiah 17:9 
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9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who 

can know it? 

This is one of the ways these people are being deceived and I say they 

“are being deceived” because as we gather here tonight it is happening 

to MANY people across the world. 

As we looked at these verses last week we were able to gather one 

main point and that point is “religion will not get a person into heaven”. 

The people Jesus speaks of in Matthew 7:21-23 are people who were 

very religious. Let me just remind you this is the overall focus of this 

sermon. Jesus is dealing with the “religion” of the religious leaders in 

contrast with true salvation. The emptiness of “religion” is clearly seen 

within the verses which are before us. The people Jesus spoke of were 

very involved in their religious practices but they lacked several things: 

1. They had no relationship with Jesus. 

Matthew 7:23 

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 

me, ye that work iniquity. 

Eternal life is a relationship with God. 

John 17:3 

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

2. There was no change in their lives. 

Matthew 7:23 
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23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 

me, ye that work iniquity. 

Last week in our study of these verses we looked at 2 things which will 

be evident when a person is truly saved: 

1. Obedience to the Word of God. 

2. Brokenness when we fall to sin. 

Notice Matthew 7:21 

Jesus tells us here that it is not the person who calls Him Lord who is 

saved but it is the person who “does” the will of the Father. The 

Father’s will for everyone of us is to walk in obedience to the Word of 

God and it is His will when we sin that we confess the sin and repent 

and we know this only comes when a person experiences godly sorrow 

which is true brokenness. Jesus is not saying that salvation is by works: 

He is saying salvation will produce obedience. 

Now I want to take you a little further with these thoughts if I could. 

Last week we talked about the “change” when a person is saved and 

there is a picture which I want you to see in the Old Testament which 

will really help us to see the change which happens when a person gets 

saved. Let me first of all say that when I speak of a change I speak of 

a person stepping out of a life of sin and into a life of obedience to 

God’s Word. The people in Matthew 7:21-23 “changed” in the sense 

that somewhere along the line they became “religious” but they never 

came away from their sin. That is why Jesus referred to them as “ye 

that work iniquity”. That means they were living as though there was no 

Law or no Bible. They had changed on the outside but they had never 

been transformed in the heart. They could not change because they 
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had no power to change. The power to say “No” to sin only comes from 

God and His indwelling Spirit. Those who are “religious” do not have 

that power.  

Let us step into the beginning of the ministry of Elisha. Elijah has just 

been taken to heaven in a whirlwind. This event happened outside of 

the city of Jericho. There were people within the city who had 

apparently heard of Elijah and Elisha. They knew they were men of God 

and some of the men of the city were connected with the “sons of the 

prophets” who were “prophets in training”. Fifty men of the city were 

commissioned to search for Elijah after he was taken up in a whirlwind 

but they could not find him. When they returned from their search 

they came to Elisha with a request. 

2 Kings 2:19-22 

19 And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, 

the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the 

water is naught, and the ground barren. 

The city was beautiful to look at from the outside. If you and I had 

passed by this city we would have stopped and looked and determined 

this would be the picture perfect place to live. The houses were 

beautiful the landscaping was spectacular. It looked on the outside like 

the perfect place to live and to raise a family. But there was a problem 

within that was only known by the inhabitants of the city. 

There was a problem with the water source. The water was “bitter” in 

the sense that it was poison. The water caused all the fruit in the city 

to drop before it ever ripened. It also caused all living creatures to 

miscarry. That is the very meaning of the word “barren”. So, while the 

city looked very attractive from the outside looking in there was really 

a major problem for within the city was death. 
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20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And 

they brought it to him. 

Elisha commanded them to bring a “new cruse” filled with salt and they 

brought it to him. The cruse was a jar. Now let me just remind you that 

salt mixed with water makes it undrinkable. But the men never asked a 

question they simply brought the salt in the new jar. 

21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the 

salt in there, and said, Thus saith the LORD, I have healed these 

waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren 

land. 

Elisha cast the salt into the waters and THE LORD healed the waters. 

From that day forward there would be no more death or barren land. 

22 So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying 

of Elisha which he spake. 

Now there is much more here than just a story about a city with 

bitter/poison water which was healed by God. There is a picture here 

that God desires for us to see. 

The city of Jericho is a picture here of the lost “religious” person. Like 

the city of Jericho they often look great from an outsider’s 

perspective. They look like the picture perfect person or even the 

picture perfect family. They go to church every week. They give their 

time, talents and money to the church. Many look at them and say, “I 

wish I had it all together like they do”. But there is a problem deep 

down on the inside and the problem is seen in what was said about the 

city of Jericho. 

2 Kings 2:19 
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19 And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the 

situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is 

naught, and the ground barren. 

The word “naught” has a very interesting meaning here. It means “evil”. 

The water at the city was evil. That is the problem with the religious 

person. They can look so good on the outside but deep down on the 

inside they are evil. They have a sinful heart. 

Romans 3:10-18 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 

God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 

unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used 

deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not known: 

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

Now the picture here at Jericho gets even more detailed. 
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We also see the picture of repentance when the men of the city come 

to Elisha and request that he do something to fix that problem. They 

no longer wanted to live under those conditions.  

2 Kings 2:19 

19 And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the 

situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is 

naught, and the ground barren. 

They were tired of the way life was within the city and they came to 

the one who they believed could heal their waters. That is a picture of 

the sinner who is truly repentant coming to Jesus because they desire 

the new life Jesus has to offer over the life that they have been living. 

We also see the picture of faith within the text. 

2 Kings 2:20 

20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they 

brought it to him. 

They did not know exactly how Elisha was going to heal their waters 

but they had faith in what he had told them. That is a picture of the 

saving faith that is needed for salvation. They most likely had tried 

everything to heal the waters but everything they tried had failed. 

Their situation may have looked good from a distance but they were so 

tired of the emptiness within their city and so they placed all their 

faith in Elisha. 

This is exactly the kind of faith which God is looking for in sinners for 

salvation. It is a coming to the end of ourselves realizing we can do 
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nothing to save ourselves and placing all of our faith in Jesus Christ 

just as they placed all of their faith in Elisha.  

We also see the change which happens within a sinner when they are 

truly saved. 

2 Kings 2:21-22 

21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in 

there, and said, Thus saith the LORD, I have healed these waters; 

there shall not be from thence any more death or barren land.. 

22 So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying 

of Elisha which he spake. 

The waters were forever changed not because of the salt but because 

of the power of God. In verse 21 we read, “Thus saith the Lord, I have 

healed these waters”. Now someone might ask, “What was the purpose 

of the salt?” The purpose of the salt was to be sure God received the 

glory. Salt was something which man would never have thought to use 

to heal the waters. It is the very same way with salvation; man desires 

to do something for the forgiveness of sin but God has provided a way 

in which man can receive no glory. God took upon Himself a human body 

and He died to pay the full penalty for our sins. 

Back to the thought; when God healed the waters there was a change 

that was seen in every living thing within the city. There was 

barrenness in the past but after the healing there was life and 

evidence of the life was fruit. 

That is the very picture of how our lives are changed following our 

salvation. There is now life within us and that life is manifest through 

fruit which the Holy Spirit produces through our lives. 
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James 2:17-20 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy 

faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also 

believe, and tremble. 

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

The works which James speaks of is obedience to the Word of God. 

1 John 2:3-5 

3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 

commandments. 

4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a 

liar, and the truth is not in him. 

5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God 

perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 

Let me go back to 2 Kings one more time. In the passage we also see 

the security of the believer. 

2 Kings 2:21-22 

21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in 

there, and said, Thus saith the LORD, I have healed these waters; 

there shall not be from thence any more death or barren land. 

22 So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying of 

Elisha which he spake. 
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The waters were healed by God and they were preserved by God. 

Conclusion: 

Through all of this we must know that religion is not salvation. 

Salvation is a work which God does in the heart and the work of God is 

manifest in our everyday lives. 


