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“The Sermon on the Mount” 

The Beatitudes 

Part 8 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Introduction: In our study of the Sermon on the Mount we have made 

our way through 6 of the Beatitudes so far. 

1.  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

2.  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

3.  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

4. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: 

for they shall be filled. 

5. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

6. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

Let me just refresh your memory on a few points before we continue 

tonight. 

1. The word “blessed” speaks of an inward joy that does not depend 

upon outward circumstances. It can only be attained by a close 

walk with God. It is not found in the things of this world or in the 

circumstances around us. It comes as we are controlled by the 

Holy Spirit. 

2. The Sermon on the Mount does not give to us the way of 

salvation. We find in the Sermon on the Mount a description of 

the way life is to be lived after salvation. It is really a picture of 

the believer’s life which is controlled by the Holy Spirit. 

Notice the words of W. Perkins on the Sermon on the Mount; 



Wednesday August 29, 2012 
 

2 
 

“It may justly be called the key to the whole Bible, for here Christ 

openeth the sum of the Old and New Testaments.” 

When Jesus opened His public ministry He insisted upon repentance in 

Matthew 4:17 and here in this sermon he goes into great detail about 

what a repentant life looks like. He shows us what repentance is and 

what its fruits are. Jesus, in this sermon, shows us how to live a life of 

repentance. It is a very practical teaching. 

That now brings us to the 7th Beatitude in our study. 

Notice Matthew 5:9 

7. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 

children of God. 

There are several points that we need to consider about the Beatitude. 

I. The placement of the Beatitude. 

This 7th Beatitude is focused more on conduct than it is on character. 

We must keep in mind that in this first section of His sermon Jesus is 

focused upon the character of those who will live in His Kingdom. In 

the first 4 Beatitudes we find the Lord focusing on what grace has 

removed from the believer’s heart. Let me show you: 

1. The believer is not self sufficient but instead is aware of the 

fact that they are poor in spirit. (5:3) 

2. The believer is not self satisfied but often mourns because of 

their battle with sin. (5:4) 

3. The believer is not self-willed but instead practices meekness. 

(5:5) 
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4. The believer is not self righteous but instead hungers and thirsts 

after righteousness of Christ. (5:6) 

In the next 3 Beatitudes our Lord focuses upon what grace has 

produced in our lives. Let me show you: 

5. Now that the believer has tasted of the mercy of God there is 

now that great desire to show mercy to others. (5:7) 

6. Now that the believer has received the Divine nature they now 

hate sin and they love purity. (5:8) 

7. Now that the believer is living in peace with God they now desire 

to see others live in that very peace. Thus “blessed are the 

peacemakers”. (5:9)  

 

II. The need for peacemakers. 

Because of sin in our world there will always be the need for 

“peacemakers” while this old world exists. The problem today is sin. 

You see, before there was sin in the world there was no strife or 

contention. All strife and contention today is the result of sin’s 

entrance into the world. Before Adam ate of the forbidden fruit there 

was perfect harmony between Adam and Eve and Adam and God. The 

moment Adam ate the forbidden fruit that harmony ceased to exist. 

You see before sin there was only one “will” in this world and that was 

God’s will and Adam and Eve were obedient to His will. Then when Adam 

and Eve disobeyed God there were another 2 wills in the mix, Adam’s 

will and Eve’s will. Today we have billions of wills and each wants to 

follow his own will and so that is why we have strife and contention. 

Therefore, being a peacemaker can be a full time job and it is greatly 

needed today. 
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Titus 3:3 describes the way we used to be and at the same time gives 

an accurate description of the unsaved world. 

Titus 3:3 

 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, 

serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and 

hating one another. 

Because these very characteristics of Titus 3:3 still are in existence 

today we are to always be living the part of the peacemaker. 

 

III. The definition of a peacemaker. 

To be someone who is a lover and a worker of peace is one of the marks 

of a true believer. It shows that we are followers of the Prince of 

Peace. The believer who exercises this practice of seeking peace is one 

that has been so touched by grace that it is their greatest desire to 

see peace in the lives of those around them both with their fellow man 

and with God. The will do all they can to live peaceably with all men. 

They will abstain from intentionally hurting anyone. They take great 

care in every relationship they have, at work, at church, at home or 

wherever to prevent and suppress strife. They are promoters of unity 

and will find themselves doing all they can to help others seek 

reconciliation. It is their goal to do all they can to calm the troubled 

waters that wash often will wash away friendships and relationships. 

When they are aware of contention it is their desire to lift the matter 

to the Lord to see all wounds healed. They would never take what they 

know about the situation and share it with others as a means of 

entertainment. These people are few and far between but when they 
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come on the scene in your life they are like a soft breeze from heaven. 

They are truly a blessing to others but few appreciate their care and 

their concern. 

But with this definition of a peacemaker there is something we must 

not leave out. The peacemaker never seeks peace at the expense of 

Truth. In other words the peacemaker will never excuse sin just so 

they can achieve peace for that would treason to Jesus Christ. The 

truth must always be upheld and must always be the focus. Therefore 

we can never lay aside Truth in order to attain peace. The peacemaker 

that Jesus speaks of here seeks peace with a pure heart meaning it is a 

heart that is right with God. 

Let us not miss the Beatitude that we looked at before this one.  

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” 

James 3:17 

17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

We must notice closely the order of this verse. Purity comes before 

peaceable. 

Hebrews 12:14 

14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall 

see the Lord: 

Here the writer of Hebrews connects peace and holiness together. 
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We are to avoid all contention and strife but never to the point of 

sacrificing Truth. 

Let us consider the words of Jesus; 

Matthew 10:34-37 

34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send 

peace, but a sword. 

35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the 

daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her 

mother in law. 

36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 

37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: 

and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

The idea behind the teaching of Jesus here is the Truth divides. Many 

families have been divided because one or more of them stood for the 

Truth and the others were offended. Therefore the point is the Truth 

always takes precedence over peace. 

 

IV. We are commanded to be peacemakers. 

Romans 12:18 

18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

I want to take a little time and break this verse down so that we can 

better understand it.  
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1. In this portion of Romans 12 Paul is writing concerning the 

believer’s relationship with unbelievers.  

2. The phrase “if it be possible” tells us that there are going to be 

times when it is not possible to live in peace with unbelievers. 

These times would be when the Truth is at stake. I have people in 

my own family that I stay away from so as to avoid clashes 

because we do not see eye to eye on spiritual Truth. 

3. The phrase “as much as lieth in you” means that we are to do all 

we can to live in peace with those who are not believers. In other 

words the meaning here is that if there is no peace between us 

and an unbeliever it should never be because of us. I believe Paul 

writes this because there are believers that had a contentious 

disposition before they were saved and they have brought that 

very same disposition into their Christian lives. I have seen these 

people and they can be very critical of the unsaved as well as very 

argumentative. I worked with two such men years ago and they 

were both believers. They had a list of names as long as your arm 

of people they were at strife with. Both of these men just 

seemed to rub people the wrong way. These men had a pride 

about them that kept them from ever softening their character. 

They offended people and they knew it and they just continue on 

the same path.  

If you are one of those people who have caused contentions 

because of your attitude or your disposition then there are a 

couple of things you need to do. 

a. Do all you can to make reconciliation with those you have 

offended, go and apologize and confess your sin to God. 

1 Timothy 2:1-2 
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I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 

2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 

and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 

 

V. Miserable are the peace breakers. 

If the peacemakers are “blessed” then we can assume that the peace 

breakers are cursed and miserable. Therefore, we must be diligent to 

do all we can to be peacemakers. There are several verses in the Bible 

that exhort us to be peacemakers. 

Ephesians 4:3 

3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

The word “endeavouring” here speaks of “exerting ourselves to 

accomplish a purpose”. The idea is that in order to keep the unity in the 

bond of peace it takes an effort. It is not something that just happens. 

It means that we must be patient, longsuffering, understanding, loving, 

gentle, and selfless.  

So let us now consider several steps to being peacemakers” 

1. We must exercise a spirit of humility. 

Proverbs 13:10 

10 Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is 

wisdom. 

2. We must exercise a spirit of meekness. 
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Proverbs 15:1-2 

A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. 

2 The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of 

fools poureth out foolishness. 

3. We must exercise the spirit of longsuffering. 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort 

the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men. 

 

VI. Peacemaking goes beyond human to human relationships. 

Not only are we to do all we can to live in peace with those around us 

but we are also peacemakers when we take the message of salvation to 

the lost and dying world. 

Romans 10:15 

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, 

How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 

peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

Conclusion: 

Notice Matthew 5:9 

When we live the life of a peacemaker we are told that we shall be 

called the children of God. We will be seen as the children of God by 

others and by God Himself.  
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What I want you to see here is people who seek after peace are 

assured they are children of God. This is one of the characteristics 

that mark us as God’s people. Is this characteristic evident in your 

life? Are you for sure that when you die you are going to heaven? Life 

can be difficult at times but hell is worse and it is forever.  


