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“The Conclusion of Revelation” 

Revelation 22:6-21 

Part 3 

Introduction: As our study of Revelation continues to come to an end we are looking at a 
theme that flows through these closing verses and the theme is “Jesus is Returning, and 
His Return is Imminent”. Jesus reminds the readers of this letter that He is coming back 
and His coming will be quickly. There will be many who will completely surprised by His 
return. 

Unsaved – There are many who do not believe in Jesus and so when He does return, and 
the world goes into the Tribulation they will not be prepared for what they will face. 
There are many unsaved people who are living their lives on a mission to save the planet. 
But all their hopes and dreams will come crashing down in the Tribulation. 

This past week there were several quakes in California as well as aftershocks. These small 
quakes made the front page of the news because of the damage they did. But these quakes 
will like small tremors compared to what will happen in the Tribulation. 

Revelation 6:12-14 

12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 

13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, 
when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 

14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. 

The earthquakes which happen today are the result of the curse. But the earthquakes in 
the Tribulation will be different for they will be the result of God literally shaking the 
earth. 

Isaiah 13:9-13 

9 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the 
land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 

10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun 
shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. 
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11 And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will 
cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. 

12 I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of 
Ophir. 

13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in 
the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger. 

Then there will be the UNSAVED who do believe in God who are religious but not saved 
and those who are not saved and know it but will not at this time repent and turn to Jesus 
Christ. Many of these people will know what is happening when the believers are gone, and 
the Tribulation begins. These people also will be caught unprepared. 

Believers – There will be many believers who are looking for the return of Jesus Christ and 
they will be delighted at His return. But there are many believers who are entangled in the 
world and they will be unprepared when Jesus returns.  

All of this then brings us to the focus of what we have been looking at in the text before 
us.  

How should we be living, knowing that the return of Jesus 
Christ is imminent? 

1. We should be living in expectancy. 

Notice Revelation 22:6 

As we live in expectancy our responsibility is to prepare ourselves for His return. The 
bride is to make herself ready for the return of the Groom. 

Revelation 19:7 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and his wife hath made herself ready.  

2. We should be worshipping God. 

Notice Revelation 22:8-9 

Last week we look at what worship really is. It is the bowing of the heart to the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ. Worship is INTERNAL, but it is not based upon feelings, but it is based 
upon the Truth of who God is. 

John 4:23-24 
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23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

Those who do not know God based upon the Truth of the Bible cannot worship Him. They 
are like the woman at the well before salvation. 

John 4:22 

22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 

So, as we wait upon the return of Jesus Christ we are to be worshipping God from the 
heart. 

3. Guard the contents of this letter. 

Notice Revelation 22:7 

Let me show you the meaning of the word, “KEEP” as used in this verse.  

“To attend to carefully, to take care of, to guard” 

This then raises a question, “How to we guard the contents of the book of Revelation?” 

A. We are to guard it from tampering and corruption. 

Listen to the words of one Bible teacher: 

“Perhaps the most significant threat to the text in our day is to be found in the excess of 
devotional paraphrases of the text which generally serve to obscure its true meaning. 
Instead of being nourished and having their minds renewed by the meat of God’s word, 
believers are turning to the entertainment of these paraphrases which feed their emotion 
at the cost of true understanding.” 

B. Guard the proper interpretation of the words.  

Listen to the words of another teacher: 

“Believers are called to guard or protect the book of Revelation. It must be defended 
against detractors who deny its relevance, against critics who deny its veracity and 
authority, as well as against confused interpreters who obscure its meaning.” 

The book of Revelation must be interpreted literally because if not then it is the teacher 
with the greatest imagination who has the most exciting study. We have discussed this 
before, but I will say it again, when the bands of literal interpretation are broken then 
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there is no limit upon how the book can be taught. The teacher who breaks the bands of 
literal interpretation can make a passage mean whatever he desires.  

This text also must be guarded against a “PRETERIST INTERPRETATION”. That is the 
teaching that the events of this letter happened in the past. Let me give you 3 dangers of 
the preterist view: 

1. A Denial of Predictive Prophecy - Preterism removes the capstone of God’s 
written revelation. The last book of the Bible no longer includes information 
covering the entire sway of history through the physical Second Coming of Christ 
but has largely spent its significance as a historical document concerning events 
over 1900 years ago involving Rome and Israel. A Denial of Global Judgment - 
Preterism localizes the book of Revelation making it nearly impossible to see how 
God could have described events truly global and future if that had been His intent.  

2. A Denial of Reality - If we are in the new heavens and new earth of Revelation 21‣-
22‣ as preterists would have us believe, then Scripture means nothing.  

3. A Denial of the Imminent Second Coming 
 
C. Apply the lessons in the Book to our own lives. 

“God does not command believers to read Revelation merely to satisfy their curiosity 
about the future. He did not inspire it to provide material for detailed chronological 
charts of end-time events. There is a seemingly endless stream of books on prophecy being 
churned out, with speculative prophetic schemes. But it was not God’s purpose to give 
Christians a detailed analysis of the prophetic significance (if any) of contemporary 
cultural, political, military, and social events or trends. God inspired Revelation for one 
purpose: to reveal the glory of His Son and call believers to live godly, obedient lives in 
light of His soon return. The purpose of Revelation is not to provide entertainment, but to 
provide motivation for godly living.”  

D. Teach the message of the Book to the church and to those who do not 
understand it. 

Those are 3 ways in which we can contribute to guarding the contents of this Book.  

Listen to the words of another writer: 

“In this final message, the Lord Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, pays great honor to 
the written Word of God. This fact we should mark very carefully, for we are living in a 
day when men are attempting to downgrade the written Word in favor of the living Word. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ in every phase of His ministry was careful to honor the written 
Word and to submit Himself to it. There can be no doubt of the fact that our Lord joined 

http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b66c021.htm#Rev._C21V1
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/21.html#3.21.1
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b66c022.htm#Rev._C22V1
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/chapters/22.html#3.22.1
http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/glossary.html#5.2.30
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Himself with God the Father by magnifying the written Word. Thus, the psalmist bears 
witness:  

Psalm 138:2 

 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for 
thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. 

We also remember how the Lord Jesus made it abundantly clear that by His coming He did 
not intend to destroy, nor even loosen up, the Word of God, but to fulfill it in every jot 
and tittle. 

Matthew 5:18 

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

This letter needs to be held in High Esteem. It is the Word of God and it must be 
protected. 

So many people who profess salvation today emphasize and proclaim their devotion for 
God. They boast of their worship of God. But the truth is they have a distorted view of 
the Scriptures. Many of these people do not really want to get into a deep study of the 
Word. They would rather run on emotion which is often brought about by the music of 
their church service. Let me remind you that God can only be worshipped in spirit and in 
Truth so if someone has a distorted knowledge of God then they cannot worship Him. Let 
me show you how God described these people. 

Romans 10:1-2 

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 

2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge. 

So, getting back to the point, the contents of this letter must be guarded. 

4. We must proclaim the message of this letter. 

Notice Revelation 22:10 

John is told not to seal the prophecy of this book because the time is at hand. Let me 
take your mind back to the Old Testament for a moment. As we came through this study 
we often referenced the book of Daniel because Daniel’s letter helped us to better 
understand Revelation. But Daniel was commanded to seal his writings. 
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Daniel 8:26 

26 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut 
thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days. 

Daniel 12:4, 9 

4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: 
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time 
of the end. 

Three times in Daniel he was told the words were to be sealed up. But in Revelation John is 
told NOT to seal the contents of this letter. 

Why were they given different commands? 

When Daniel was given the prophecy there were many events that needed to unfold before 
the prophecy would be fulfilled. But when John was given the prophecy the return of 
Jesus Christ was imminent.  

Notice Revelation 22:10 again. 

Here we see that the time is at hand. It was not at hand in Daniel’s day.  

The early church truly believed that Jesus would return while they were alive.  

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
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The return of Jesus Christ is at hand and we are to be proclaiming the message and the 
warnings of this letter. Once the rapture takes place the world will not escape the 
judgment of the Tribulation. 

5. We are to serve with persistence.  

Notice Revelation 22:11-12 

Jesus is coming with His reward. The word can either refer to a REWARD or a 
PUNISHMENT. It depends upon people’s response to the Truth of the Gospel.  

Notice Revelation 22:11 again. 

There are going to be those who respond to the message of Revelation and there will be 
those who continue in their sin. Regardless of the response we are to be diligent and 
persistent. Listen to the words of Mills on the thought here: 

“God is saying that men choose to sin because they want to, not because they know no 
better; and the inference is that even this book, which reveals the ultimate, stark, destiny 
of sin, will not deter sinners from pursuing their fancy.” 

Ezekiel 3:27 

27 But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him 
forbear: for they are a rebellious house. 

Conclusion: 

2 Timothy 3:12-14 

12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 

14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 

 


