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“The Conclusion of Revelation” 

Revelation 22:6-21 

Part 5 

Introduction: Today in our study of Revelation we are going to finish out our expository 

study of the letter. Next week we will look at the events of the book in their chronological 

order and that will be our final study (FOR NOW!).  

I. The Last Invitation 

Last week in our study we looked at the final invitation given in chapter 22. 

Notice Revelation 22:17 

There are three invitations given in this verse. 

1. An invitation from the Holy Spirit and the Bride to Jesus Christ. 

This is in response to what is recorded in Revelation 22:7, 12 

Notice Revelation 22:7, 12 

Three times in this chapter Jesus tells us He is returning quickly. This is what the Spirit 

and the Bride/Church are responding to. The Spirit longs for the return of Jesus Christ to 

see Him revealed in all His Glory. The Church longs to see His return to set us free from 

this world and all sin. 

2. An invitation from those who will be saved in the Tribulation to Jesus, for they 

will long to see His return. 

They will suffer greatly in the Tribulation and so they too will long for His return to set up 

His Kingdom. 

3. An invitation from God to all who are not saved. 

It is an invitation for those who thirst, and it is not limited but it is for whosoever will. 

Last week we discussed how all who are not saved have within them a thirst and a hunger. 

They are however looking in the wrong places to satisfy their thirst and hunger. They are 

drinking from the cisterns of this world which are filled with nothing but contaminates. 

True satisfaction and contentment will only be found in Jesus Christ. 

John 6:35 

35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 

hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 



Revelation Study #106 August 11, 2019 
 

2 
 

Isaiah 55:1-3 

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 

buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? And your labour for that 

which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 

your soul delight itself in fatness. 

3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an 

everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 

We also looked at an incentive for turning to Jesus Christ.  

Notice Revelation 22:14-15 

1. Dogs – This is a reference to homosexual male prostitutes. 

2. Sorcerers – One who uses drugs, potions, spells, enchantments. 

3. Whoremongers – This refers to a man who practices fornication. 

4. Murderers 

5. Idolaters 

6. Whosoever loveth and maketh a lie 

II. The Last Warning 

The Words which we are about to look at are spoken by the Lord Himself. 

Notice Revelation 22:18 

This warning is for all who hear the Words of the prophecy of this book. The Word of 

God is NOT to be altered or changed. Here in this verse we see that there is not one 

word that is to be added to this book.  

This warning makes several thoughts clear: 

1. The Bible is complete. 

Since Revelation is the last book of prophecy given and it is not to be added to, we can be 

sure that God’s Word is complete. Listen to the words of one Bible teacher: 

“These two warnings against additions and subtractions in their context are concerned 

specifically with the book of Revelation, and the primary emphasis is not on the Bible as a 

whole. However, since the book of Revelation is the final revelation of God’s Word, the 

principle behind the warning can be extended to the Bible as a whole, for the Bible as a 

whole is complete only with the book of Revelation.” 
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2. This warning affirms that Revelation is to be taken literally. 

If the events of this book are to be taken as figures and allegory, then that means the 

message of this book would not be clear. 

Revelation 22:10 

10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time 

is at hand. 

The Words of this book are not to be sealed but they are to be proclaimed. Listen to what 

one Bible teacher said concerning this command: 

“That the specific words of Revelation are not to be sealed up stresses again that there is 

no hidden, secret meaning apart from the normal sense of the text. If the truth is not 

clear in those words then this command is nonsense. If the plain, normal understanding of 

the words of Revelation does not convey the meaning God intended its readers to grasp, 

then those words are sealed.” 

Listen to the words of another: 

“God is surely capable of speaking plain words, through His angel and through John, to us, 

and we had better let Him say what He says. This is a book of revelation, not 

mystification.” 

I point all of this out to help you to see that Revelation is to be taken literally because if 

it is not then we would need to add to it to understand what is being said and that would 

contradict this warning from our Lord. 

Now I already pointed out that the warning is specifically intended for the book of 

Revelation, but it also applies to all of Scripture.  

Deuteronomy 4:1-2 

Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I 

teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD 

God of your fathers giveth you. 

2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought 

from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 

Deuteronomy 12:32 

32 What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor 

diminish from it. 
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Proverbs 30:5-6 

5 Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. 

6 Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. 

Jeremiah 26:2 

2 Thus saith the LORD; Stand in the court of the LORD's house, and speak unto all the cities 

of Judah, which come to worship in the LORD's house, all the words that I command thee 

to speak unto them; diminish not a word: 

Modern day cults are examples of adding to the Word of God. They would be The 

Book of Mormon and Christian Science with their Key to the Scriptures. 

But there are many others who also add to the Word of God which we may not really think 

about. 

There have been many books written by people who have claimed to have died and went to 

heaven or hell and then were sent back to write a book. 

There are really two problems with all of this: 

1. If they were permitted to experience something in heaven or hell and then come 

back and write about it THAT WOULD BE NEW REVELATION. In other words, it 

would be adding to the completed Scriptures.  

2. The second problem with this is seen in what Paul wrote to the Corinthians. 

2 Corinthians 12:1-4 

It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the 

Lord. 

2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or 

whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third 

heaven. 

3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God 

knoweth;) 

4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not 

lawful for a man to utter. 

When Paul was caught up to heaven, he heard UNSPEAKABLE words and if he would have 

been able to repeat them, he said it was not lawful for a man to utter those words. 
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Now if the Apostle Paul was not permitted to speak of what he experienced then why are 

these others who write these books permitted to write of their experiences? These 

testimonies are not accurate, and they are certainly not from the Lord. The Scriptures 

are complete with the 66 books we have and there is no more.  

Notice Revelation 22:18 again. 

Here we see the consequences of adding to the Word of God. Those who do will experience 

the very plagues that are described in this book. 

Now let me give you something to consider. This warning applies to all who read the Bible, 

but this warning may be here to tell us that in the days before the Tribulation and in the 

beginning of the Tribulation that many will choose to twist and distort the Bible and so 

they will be plunged into the Tribulation to experience the wrath of God under the 

judgments. Either way those who add to the Scriptures so as to suit the desires of their 

own heart will eventually find themselves in the Lake of Fire. 

Notice Revelation 22:19a 

Here we see the warning is for those who would take away from the Word of God.  

Let me explain how this happens. It is done by those who only want to accept certain parts 

of the Bible as being inspired. They will then pick and choose what is Truth and what is 

not. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

Listen to the words of Morris: 

“The cults add to the words of the book of this prophecy, the liberals take away from 

them, and both are regarded by the Lord as blasphemies deserving of the most serious 

punishment.”  

He goes on: 

“This constitutes a most serious indictment and sober warning to any who would tamper 

with the Holy Scriptures. Lest anyone still object that it applies only to the Book of 

Revelation, it may be noted, historically, that the various atheists and humanists, as well as 

the motley array of modernists, liberals, higher critics, and other pseudointellectuals in 

Christendom who have rejected or questioned, ridiculed or allegorized away the books of 
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Daniel, Isaiah, Jonah, Acts, Peter, or any other books of the Bible have also, invariably, 

done the same to the Book of Revelation, to the Book of Genesis, and the other books of 

the Pentateuch. The first and last books of the Bible have constituted a touchstone, as it 

were, so that the attitude of men and women toward those books always seems to 

determine their real attitude toward all the Scriptures. Therefore, the Lord had Moses 

stress the divine integrity of his writings (Deuteronomy 4:2) and John stress the 

inviolability of Revelation.” 

Deuteronomy 4:2 

2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from 

it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 

Notice Revelation 22:19 

The consequence of taking away from this book is that God will take their PART out of the 

BOOK OF LIFE. Many believe this should say, “They will have their part removed from the 

TREE OF LIFE.” 

Now some point to this and say this proves you can lose your salvation. But that is not 

correct. It is not the removal of their NAME but their PART. It is God’s will for all to be 

saved and so He has room for everyone in the New Heaven and the New Earth.  

But those who alter the Word of God have their PART removed. This tells us that those 

who do such things are NOT saved because it is not their NAME that is removed but their 

PART.  

Conclusion: 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth. We as believers must do all we can to protect the 

Word from being twisted and distorted. We must be sure that when we speak the Word of 

God that we deliver it just as it is written.  

We live in a world that is sinking deeper and deeper into the darkness and the problem is 

the sinfulness of men’s hearts. 

Romans 1:18-20 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it 

unto them. 

http://www.spiritandtruth.org/bibles/nasb/b05c004.htm#Deu._C4V2
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20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 

are without excuse: 

Let me show you the results of this: 

Romans 1:28-31 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 

reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 

maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 

disobedient to parents, 

31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, 

unmerciful: 

The only cure is the PURE WORD OF GOD. 

Hebrews 4:12 

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 

piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 

is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Romans 1:16 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 


