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“The Chronological Order of Events in Revelation” 

Revelation 6-22 

Introduction: Last week we finished up our expository study of Revelation. Several weeks 

ago, someone had requested to me that when we were finished that maybe we could go 

back over the events and see them in their chronological order. That is what we are going 

to attempt to do today. I will start with a verse in Revelation 1 that shows us an outline of 

the book. 

Revelation 1:19 

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which 

shall be hereafter; 

We see three sections here: 

1. The things which John had seen. 

2. The things which are. (Letters to the 7 churches) 

3. The things which shall be hereafter. (Chapters 4-22) 

In chapters 4-5 the events take place in heaven. In chapter 5 John saw a scroll that was 

sealed with 7 seals. This we determined was the title deed to the earth. Earth had been 

entrusted to man after creation but due to sin man lost it into the hands of Satan. The 

book of Revelation shows us that earth will be returned to its original Owner after it is 

purged.  

It will be the opening of the seals on the scroll that will bring about the judgments of the 

Tribulation. But there is one more event on the calendar of God that needs to happen 

before the Tribulation can start. 

I. The Rapture of the Church 

Jesus Christ promised that the church will not go through the Tribulation. 

Revelation 3:7a, 10 

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write;  

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour 

of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the 

earth. 

When the rapture of the church happens, a series of events will begin to take place. 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-7 
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3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 

falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 

that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 

6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he 

be taken out of the way. 

When the rapture takes place the Holy Spirit who is restraining the forces of evil will 

remove the restraints from the demonic world. 

II. The First Half of the Tribulation 

1. The Seal Judgments 

Seal #1 - The coming of the Anti-Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of 

his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

Revelation 6:1-2 

And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of 

thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was 

given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

He comes peacefully and he will establish a covenant with the Nation of Israel. It will be a 

counterfeit of the Covenant which God has promised for His people. Here is a glimpse of 

what God has promised.  

Ezekiel 34:25-26 

25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease 

out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. 

26 And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the 

shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing. 
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God then brings the other Seal Judgments to confuse and frustrate the evil of Satan. 

Seal #2 – War 

Seal #3 – Famine 

Seal #4 – Death of one fourth of the world 

Seal #5 – Persecution 

Seal #6 – Cosmic disturbances 

All of these take place in the first half of the Tribulation. 

Matthew 24:6-8 

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these 

things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 

famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

8All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

2. The Two Witnesses of Revelation 11 come on the scene. 

Revelation 11:3 

3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two 

hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

These two men will come on the scene shortly after the rapture. It will be there ministry 

that God will use to reach the 144,00 Jewish men who will be missionaries to the world.  

Revelation 14:1, 4 

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 

four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 

4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they 

which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, 

being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

3. The Mid-Point of the Tribulation 

There will be many significant events that will take place around the mid-point of the 

Tribulation.  
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1. The Anti-Christ breaks his covenant with Israel. 

Daniel 9:27 

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the 

week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading 

of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that 

determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

2. The Anti-Christ kills the two witnesses and after three days they ascend to 

heaven. 

Revelation 11:3, 7, 11-12 

3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two 

hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 

bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 

11 And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they 

stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they 

ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 

3. The Destruction of Religious Babylon 

Revelation 17:15-17 

15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are 

peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 

16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and 

shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 

17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom 

unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 

 

4. The image of the Anti-Christ is set up in the temple. 

Revelation 13:14 
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14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he 

had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that 

they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 

Matthew 24:15 

5 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 

prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 

5. The Mark of the beast is introduced. 

Revelation 13:16 

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark 

in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 

6. War in heaven between Satan and Michael and his angels. 

Revelation 12:7 

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 

dragon fought and his angels, 

7. Satan cast out of heaven and he unleashes his fury on Israel. 

Revelation 12:9-13 

9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 

with him. 

13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman 

which brought forth the man child. 

8. The start of GREAT Tribulation. (The last 3 ½ years) 

Matthew 24:21 

21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world 

to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

9. The Seventh Seal and the Seven Trumpet Judgments begin. 

Revelation 8:1, 6 

And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of 

half an hour. 
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6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 

4. The Great Tribulation 

In the last 3 ½ years there will be the Trumpet Judgments which will then lead to the next 

series of judgments. The Trumpet Judgments will last close to the end of the Great 

Tribulation. 

Revelation 11:15 

15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 

kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 

shall reign for ever and ever. 

1. The Vial/Bowl Judgments 

Revelation 16:1 

And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and 

pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 

2. The Destruction of Commercial Babylon. 

Revelation 18:1-3 

And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; 

and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, 

and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of 

every unclean and hateful bird. 

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of 

the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed 

rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 

3. The Return of Jesus Christ with His Church. 

Revelation 19:11 

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called 

Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and 

he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and 

wrath of Almighty God. 
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Matthew 24:29-30 

4. The Battle of Armageddon  

Revelation 14:14-20 

Revelation 19:17-21 

5. Satan bound for 1000 years. 

Revelation 20:1-3 

6. The Resurrection of the Old Testament Saints and the Tribulation Saints. 

Revelation 20:4-5 

7. The Millennial Kingdom. 

Revelation 20:6 

8. Satan loosed for a season and the Battle of Gog and Magog. 

Revelation 20:7-9 

9. The Eternal Judgment of Satan. 

Revelation 20:10 

10. The Great White Throne Judgment. 

Revelation 20:11-15 

11. The Eternal State/New Heaven and a New Earth. 

Revelation 21-22 


