
Moses Study #72 January 24, 2021 
 

1 
 

“Missed Opportunities” 

Part 2 

Numbers 13-14 

Introduction: Last week in our study of the life of Moses we were at Kadesh Barnia with 

Israel at the edge of Canaan. It was about two years after they had come out of Egypt 

and finally, they had arrived at the Promised Land. God had foretold Moses what the land 

was like. 

Exodus 3:8 

8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them 

up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and 

honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 

Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

We would expect Israel to be excited about entering into Canaan but that was not the 

case. They had hearts filled with unbelief and therefore in Deuteronomy we read how this 

unbelief was manifest. 

Deuteronomy 1:20-23 

20 And I said unto you, Ye are come unto the mountain of the Amorites, which the LORD our 

God doth give unto us. 

21 Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess it, as 

the LORD God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged. 

22 And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We will send men before us, 

and they shall search us out the land, and bring us word again by what way we must 

go up, and into what cities we shall come. 

23 And the saying pleased me well: and I took twelve men of you, one of a tribe: 

There was no need to send spies. There was only a need to take God at His Word. But they 

did not have faith in God, so they desired the witness of men not believing that the 

witness of God is greater.  

The spies were in Canaan for forty days and when they returned only two returned with 

faith, and they were Joshua, and Caleb. The other ten brought up an evil report and it 

terrified the entire congregation.  

Notice Numbers 14:1 
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Their unbelief made them miserable. Let me show you again the words of Matthew Henry 

in this thought: 

“Note, Unbelief, or distrust of God, is a sin that is its own punishment. Those that do not 

trust God are continually vexing themselves.”  

Faith brings joy, confidence, and courage. Unbelief brings fear, worry, misery, and sorrow. 

The people then blamed Moses and Aaron and then they blamed God. 

Notice Numbers 14:2-3 

This is what some believers do today when they encounter a difficult path. They find 

someone to blame and then eventually turn to blame God. They blame Him that the path is 

too frightening, or it is too difficult, or it is too long.  

People blame God for sickness, poverty, crime, accidents, and anything else that they face. 

Israel did not like the plan of God for their lives. They complained that God’s way was too 

hard and cruel. Let us always remember that we have been purchased by the blood of 

Jesus Christ and we belong to Him. Our responsibility is to glorify God regardless of the 

path that lies before us.  

I. The Blindness of Unbelief 

I want to take some time this evening and study the text before us to see how foolish 

unbelief is in a person’s life. 

1. A Ridiculous Conclusion 

Notice Numbers 14:3 

The first thing we see is that they raised a ridiculous question in their unbelief, “Were it 

not better for us to return into Egypt?” 

Let us consider some questions to go along with their conclusion here. 

1. Where would they get protection from their enemies? 

2. Would they expect God to lead them as He led them to Canaan? 

3. Where would they get food and water? 

4. How would they get across the Red Sea? 

5. If they went another route who would protect them from nations which they would 

trespass into? 

6. What kind of a welcome would they receive from the Egyptians after the 

devastation of the plagues? 
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Unbelief causes people to think stupid thoughts. Unbelief will criticize God’s will and then 

it will design a plan that is completely ridiculous. Unbelief will criticize the Bible’s 

explanation of history and origins as being foolish and it will offer an alterative 

explanation that is absolutely ridiculous. Have you ever heard someone try to explain the 

miracles of the Bible out of human reasoning? They make utter fools of themselves in 

their attempt. 

2. A Replacement Captain 

Notice Numbers 14:4 

Here we see they desired to replace Moses with someone who would lead them back to 

Egypt. Let me show you something from Nehemiah’s writing. 

Nehemiah 9:16-17 

16 But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and hearkened not to 

thy commandments, 

17 And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them; 

but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to their 

bondage: but thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of 

great kindness, and forsookest them not. 

Here we see that they actually appointed another captain. Notice the words of Wagner: 

“This proposal to depose Moses, and choose another in his place, marked the 

extremity of despair, the unbelief, and the ingratitude of the people.” 

Application: 

The people of Israel, like many churches, wanted a leader who would lead them in the 

direction that they desired to go. The sad point today is that there are many men/pastors 

who are willing to do just that because they are more concerned with pleasing people than 

they are about pleasing God. Men who do this are not true shepherds, but they are only 

hirelings. They are in the ministry for personal gain and personal glory.  

The proposal to replace Moses was actually a great compliment to him because it shows 

that he was not a man to compromise in order to gain the praise of the people. If they 

wanted to go in another direction, they would need to get another leader because Moses 

would not have any part of leading them against the will of God. These are the kind of men 

that are needed to be Pastors today. Oh, that there were more leaders such as Moses 

today! 
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3. The Counsel for the People. 

Notice Numbers 14:5-9 

Joshua and Caleb pleaded with the people to have faith in God and to go into the land of 

Canaan. We see the counsel from Moses in Deuteronomy. 

Deuteronomy 1:29-31 

29 Then I said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them. 

30 The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to all that 

he did for you in Egypt before your eyes; 

31 And in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how that the LORD thy God bare thee, as a 

man doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went, until ye came into this place. 

The words of counsel from Joshua, Caleb, Aaron, and Moses were a warning. They 

desperately needed to listen and heed. Moses went so far as to remind them of how the 

Lord had provided for them in the past two years, but they would not listen to the warning. 

Notice the words of another on this thought: 

“The friends of Israel here interpose to save them if possible, from ruining 

themselves, but in vain. The physicians of their state would have healed them, but 

they would not be healed; their watchmen gave them warning, but they would not 

take warning.” 

These people fully rebelled against God. They did not want Him, nor did they desire His 

help. Notice the words of Matthew Henry on their rebellion: 

“Nothing can ruin sinners but their own rebellion. If God leave them, it is because 

they drive him from them; and they die because they will die. None are excluded the 

heavenly Canaan but those that exclude themselves. And now, could the case have 

been made more plain? could it have been urged more closely? But what was the 

effect?” 

4. The Cruelty of the People 

Notice Numbers 14:10a 

The people would not hear the counsel of the four leaders but instead they were 

determined to kill them by stoning. The Israelites had their minds absolutely closed to the 

Truth and they would not tolerate those who spoke the Truth. They wanted to silence the 

Truth by killing those who spoke it. 
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Application:  

This application truly fits our day today. When men’s hearts are set on doing evil, they will 

attack with cruelty anything that represents opposition to their evil. This is why Christians 

are persecuted and some pastors are treated so poorly.  

What happened here at Kadesh Barnia was Satanic. It was Satan’s goal to kill the leaders, 

replace them with compromisers and then lead Israel into utter destruction so as to stop 

the promise of the coming Redeemer. 

We see the same Satanic influence today in our government and in the masses. There are 

many with an evil agenda and they are being driven by Satan to get the world set up for 

the coming of the Anti-Christ. When we, or anyone else speak out against their evil agenda 

their response can be very cruel. They hate the Truth and when the Truth is spoken, they 

become furious because the Truth is a danger to their evil.  

5. The Intervention of God. 

Notice Numbers 14:10b 

As Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb were all about to die from stoning the glory of the 

Lord appeared in the Tabernacle to save the four men. The cruelty of the people can be 

seen in the dramatic way in which it was stopped.  

Application: 

God never forsakes His faithful servants. He will always be there to deliver those who 

stand for His Truth. They might not always be delivered by saving their lives though that 

is what happened in our text, but sometimes God’s people are delivered through death. 

Daniel 3:13-18 

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king. 

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 

sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image 

which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the 

midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 

hands? 
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16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 

furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship 

the golden image which thou hast set up. 

6. The Consequences 

Notice Numbers 14:11-12 

The consequences were twofold: 

a. Death  

b. Disinheritance 

This shows us just how serious unbelief is. Moses would stand between Israel and God and 

he would intercede on their behalf. 

Notice Numbers 14:13-20 

God’s mercy would be extended to the Israelites and God would not kill them. But there 

were still consequences that would be very painful. 

Notice Numbers 14:21-34 

All the numbered men of Israel would die over the next 38 years. How many men would 

that be? 

Numbers 1:45-46 

45 So were all those that were numbered of the children of Israel, by the house of their 

fathers, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war in Israel; 

46 Even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and three thousand 

and five hundred and fifty. 

The next 38 years would bring the death of 603,550 men. That would be 15,883 men per 

year, 1,323 men per month, 44 men per day, and almost 2 men per hour for the next 38 

years.  

Conclusion: 

There is one more consequence that we need to see. 
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Notice Numbers 14:39-45 

Israel changed their mind after they heard the consequences and they attempted to go 

into Canaan, but God was not with them.  

THE DOOR HAD CLOSED! 


