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“The Brazen Serpent” 

Part 2 

Numbers 21 

Introduction: Last week in our study of Moses’ life we looked at Numbers 21:4-5. 

Notice Numbers 21:4-5 

These are the events that led up to the story of the Brazen Serpent. At this time Israel 

is almost at the end of the forty years of wilderness wandering. They were made to go 

around Edom because the king of Edom refused to allow them to pass through the land. 

For this reason, they had to detour around. The weather was very hot, the way was barren, 

and the path was rugged. The people became very discouraged. They complained that the 

manna was not sufficient to sustain them. They referred to the manna as “light bread”. 

These people made many mistakes but there was one which they made that can very easily 

be made by us and that is they focused ONLY upon the negatives. 

Notice again the words of Butler on this thought. 

“Israel is doing what a lot of people do in times of trial – they only focused upon the bad 

part of the situation and not on any good. They only looked on the dark side of things, not 

on the bright side. If we only look on the dark side, the difficulties, the problems, and the 

clouds in life, we will be miserable all the time; for we are never totally free of negatives 

in this life. But, if we want to be something other than a sour, critical, and negative person, 

we will need to focus upon the blessings we do have instead. Israel was supplied with 

water, manna, and the difficult path was not going to last forever. Therefore, they needed 

to cheer up.” 

These people had so much to be thankful for. They were rescued from Egypt. They 

repeatedly were witnesses to the mighty power of God. Their shoes never wore out in 

forty years. They had food and water and their food was angel food. But they were blind 

to all their blessings. This poor focus would prove to be very costly for Israel as we shall 

see tonight. They did not like the way PATH they were given to walk and so they 

complained. Have you ever complained about your PATH? 

This detour around Edom is a test placed before them by God and they failed. The path we 

are on is also a test so we must ask, “How are we doing?” 

I. The Curse on the People 

Notice Numbers 21:6 
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a. The sending of the snakes. 

The first thing we see in this verse is that the snakes were SENT by God. Let us notice 

what Moses recorded concerning the wilderness of Paran. 

Deuteronomy 8:11-15 

11 Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and 

his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day: 

12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 

13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and 

all that thou hast is multiplied; 

14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee 

forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 

15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery 

serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth 

water out of the rock of flint; 

We see from what is recorded here that the wilderness was a great and terrible place 

that was inhabited by fiery serpents and scorpions. Up until this time God had protected 

the people from the snakes and the scorpions. But now, God sends the snakes among the 

people. 

Application: 

God can use any means He choses to chasten His people. When we live in sin, we run the 

risk of facing pain experiences such as Israel faced here in the wilderness. Let us notice 

what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 10:4-11 

4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that 

followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 

5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the 

wilderness. 

6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as 

they also lusted. 
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7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to 

eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three 

and twenty thousand. 

9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of 

serpents. 

10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the 

destroyer. 

11 Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for 

our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

Notice Numbers 21:6 again. 

b. The slaying by the snakes. 

Many of Israel died because of the poisonous snake bites. Those who died in this event 

were most likely the remaining of the numbered men who rebelled at Kadesh Barnia.  

Application: 

When God pronounces a judgment, we can be sure it will happen. The numbered men who 

died by the snake bites may have thought they had escaped the judgment of God which He 

announced at Kadesh Barnia. 

Numbers 14:29-33 

29 Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, 

according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward which have murmured 

against me. 

30 Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make you dwell 

therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 

31 But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall 

know the land which ye have despised. 

32 But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness. 

33 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, 

until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. 
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The numbered men were 603,550 and we can be sure each would die before Israel would 

enter into Canaan. 

All of this reminds me of the seven years of judgment which God tells us will come upon 

the earth. The world can be sure it will happen. 

2 Peter 3:3-5, 10 

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their 

own lusts, 

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 

things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 

5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, 

and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 

shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 

earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

II. The Influence of the Curse 

Notice Numbers 21:7 

Israel had made many mistakes as they journeyed through the wilderness but in this verse 

they “got it right”. They recognized the snakes as the chastisement of God on their lives 

and they allowed the chastisement to do what God intended it to do. 

Hebrews 12:6-11 

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 

father chasteneth not? 

8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and 

not sons. 

9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 

reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 

10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our 

profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 



Moses Study #74 February 14, 2021 
 

5 
 

11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 

afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are 

exercised thereby. 

The chastening of the Lord upon His people is designed to lead us to a place of repentance 

so that we can walk in fellowship with Him and experience the PEACEABLE fruit of 

righteousness.  

Israel acknowledged what many never do today. They were able to see the snakes as the 

results of their sin against God. This is something that truly needs to happen in our nation 

today. There are so many problems and the leaders of our nation are looking in all the 

wrong places to find the answers. The division, strife, and hatred are growing worse 

everyday and all we hear from our leaders is that it is not their fault. They then pass the 

blame to another person or another party. I have not heard one leader in our nation 

verbally admit that as a nation we have sinned and turned our back upon God. It is so 

obvious as to what is happening when we read the Bible. 

Romans 1:18-21, 24-32 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it 

unto them. 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 

are without excuse: 

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; 

but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, 

to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 

than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change 

the natural use into that which is against nature: 
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27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 

toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 

that recompence of their error which was meet. 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 

reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 

maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 

disobedient to parents, 

31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, 

unmerciful: 

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of 

death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

These verses describe exactly what is happening in our nation today. God’s Truth has been 

suppressed and so God has lifted the moral restrains and we are seeing the manifestation 

of the depravity of man. 

Before we move on there is yet one more point that needs to be addressed. Not every 

“snake bite” is the result of sin. Remember what happened to Paul in Acts 28 when he was 

ship wrecked? 

Acts 28:2-4 

2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and 

received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 

3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a 

viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 

4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among 

themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet 

vengeance suffereth not to live. 

Paul was bitten by a viper but it was not the result of sin. So, not every difficulty in our 

lives is the result of sin. We live in a fallen world and life can be very difficult at times. If 

the “snake bite” in your life is the result of sin you will know because you know that there 

is sin in your life. 
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III. The Cure for the People 

Notice Numbers 21:8-9 

This is a beautiful picture of the cross and we know this because Jesus spoke of this very 

event as such. 

John 3:14-16 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 

lifted up: 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

I want us to see the cure in a practical way, however.  

Conclusion/Application: 

As these people had to turn and face the brazen serpent to get relief, so let us learn to 

turn and face our sins and our problems. Too many times people do not want to face their 

sins and their problems but they only desire to sweep them under the rug and go on like 

they do not exist. What happens then is what has been swept under the rug will resurface 

again and again until it is addressed. 

 


