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“Buried in Moab” 

Deuteronomy 34 

Introduction: Tonight, we have come to our final study on the life of Moses. In our study 

tonight we are going to consider the death of Israel’s great leader. Before we get into 

Deuteronomy 34 however, I want us to consider what events were taking place in the life 

of Moses before he died. 

➢ A Life of Service 

Moses was busy in his life right up to the day that he died. The last months of his life 

were full. He reviewed the Law for the new generation of Israelites. He copied down the 

Law in writing and gave it to the Levites. 

Deuteronomy 31:24-26 

24 And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a 

book, until they were finished, 

25 That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 

saying, 

26 Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of 

the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee. 

He spent time writing a new song given to him by God for the people. 

Deuteronomy 31:19 

19 Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put it in 

their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel. 

He was then pronounced the tribal blessing upon Israel in Deuteronomy 33. 

Deuteronomy 33:1 

And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel 

before his death. 

This blessing is detailed in the entire chapter. 

After these tasks were completed it was time for Moses to die and be buried in Moab. 

Application: 
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What a way for a believer to finish their life! Moses finished his life by being busy for the 

Lord. He worked for the Lord right up until it was his time to die. Not everyone can do this 

because not everyone has the health to actively serve the Lord until the end. But one of 

the problems today is that when some people retire from their secular work they also 

retire from the Lord’s work. They stop working all together, even for the Lord. This is a 

great mistake because as long as the Lord allows us to live in this world, we should be 

serving Him. We may not be able to serve at the capacity that Moses did, and we may not 

be able to serve As we did when we were younger. But we must never stop serving while we 

are able. Let us die at the wheel. Let us die exercising our spiritual gifts if we are able. 

Let us be careful about getting unplugged from God’s work and just coasting along while 

everyone else does the work. We are one body and when one member stops working it 

effects the entire body.  

➢ Viewing the Land 

We need to be reminded that when Israel was in Kadesh, they had no water and they 

complained against Moses and Aaron. Moses and Aaron then went to the Lord and He 

instructed them to SPEAK to the Rock and GOD WOULD BRING FORTH WATER. Moses 

however was angry with the people and he struck the Rock for a second time which proved 

to be very costly. 

Numbers 20:10-12 

10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said 

unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? 

11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water 

came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. 

12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me 

in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into 

the land which I have given them. 

God told Moses and Aaron they would not be permitted to enter the land because of what 

happened at Kadesh. Moses later went to the Lord and requested permission to enter into 

Canaan, but the Lord refused to allow it. 

Deuteronomy 3:23-26 

23 And I besought the LORD at that time, saying, 
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24 O Lord GOD, thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand: 

for what God is there in heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works, and 

according to thy might? 

25 I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly 

mountain, and Lebanon. 

26 But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me: and 

the LORD said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter. 

Notice Deuteronomy 34:1-4 

Moses was permitted to see the land, but he was not permitted to enter into the land. 

Application: 

Let us learn that was Moses received here was second best, but second best is never an 

acceptable replacement for first best. So, when temptation knocks at the door let us 

remember that the cost of giving in is never compensated for by any rewards which you 

may gain in your sin.  

I want to take a moment and look at how sin happens in our lives. 

James 1:12-15 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 

crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 

with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 

bringeth forth death. 

Sin begins with the sinner being enticed with “BAIT”. It is at this moment we must 

recognize the temptation and flee from whatever it might be. When we do not flee then 

what happens is there is a conception which takes place in our minds and when there is a 

conception there is going to be a “baby” and the baby here is sin, and it will be carried out. 

Let me show you this in action. 

2 Samuel 11:1-4 
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And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, 

that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the 

children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem. 

2 And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon 

the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the 

woman was very beautiful to look upon. 

3 And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the 

daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 

4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; 

for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house. 

When David saw the temptation, he should have fled the situation, but he did not. He 

continued to lust after Bathsheba, and he continued to feed the temptation and there was 

a conception in his mind and the result was sin was born. The consequences for David were 

very costly and really run parallel with the cost Moses paid. 

2 Samuel 12:7-8 

7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I 

anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 

8 And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave 

thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover 

have given unto thee such and such things. 

One of the major costs for David was “lost potential” and we could say it was the same for 

Moses. He could have led Israel into Canaan but because of his sin it would not happen. 

Instead, it would be Joshua.  

Moses missed out on great blessings. If this can happen to a leader such as Moses it can 

surely happen to any believer. Let us never think light of sin or we may experience many 

such judgments. 

➢ The Death of Moses 

Notice Deuteronomy 34:5-7 

There are several points concerning the death of Moses that we need to see. 

1. His condition. 

Notice Deuteronomy 34:7 
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Here we see that Moses was one hundred and twenty years old and his eyes were not dim, 

and his strength had never left him. 

Moses was a heathy and a useful man. He climbed to the top of the mountain to see 

Canaan, so this tells us he was still in great shape. He was still able to work and accomplish 

things for the Lord. But it was his time to die. 

Notice Deuteronomy 34:5 

His death was according to “THE WORD OF THE LORD”.  

Job 14:1-2, 5 

Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. 

2 He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and 

continueth not. 

5 Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast 

appointed his bounds that he cannot pass; 

Moses had reached his limit on earthly days and so he died. There was nothing anyone 

could do to stop his death, for it was all according to the Word of the Lord. 

Application: 

The application here is very obvious. Our days are also numbered and regardless of our 

health, when we reach our limit of earthly days we will die. We do not know when or how we 

shall die because God has not told us. Therefore, it is our responsibility to be ready to die. 

It is our responsibility to live in a way that if we died today, we would not be ashamed to 

stand before our Lord.  

2. The grave of Moses. 

Notice Deuteronomy 34:6 

God was the One who buried Moses and it was never revealed where Moses was buried. 

There was no tombstone or marker of any kind. The grave site of Moses was a secret that 

was never revealed by God. Why was the burial site of Moses kept a secret? 

Jude 1:9 

9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of 

Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.  
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Satan came to Michael the archangel and Satan demanded to know where the body of 

Moses was buried. Why did Satan care? If he could have had access to the body of Moses 

then he could have possessed his body and made it appear to be a resurrection, and he 

could have led Israel into utter destruction. This was Satan’s desire because he knew that 

from this nation would come the Messiah who would one day destroy him. 

This is exactly what Satan will do with the anti-Christ in the Tribulation. 

Revelation 13:1-4 

And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven 

heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of 

blasphemy. 

2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a 

bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his 

seat, and great authority. 

3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was 

healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 

4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped 

the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 

 There is yet something else very significant in Moses’ burial. There is a great contrast 

between Jesus Christ and Moses. God buried Moses but He raised Jesus from the dead. 

What is the importance in this? 

Moses represented the Law and Jesus represents GRACE and LIFE. 

2 Corinthians 3:6 

6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 

spirit: for the letter [Law] killeth, but the spirit giveth life.  

Galatians 2:19 

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 

3. The mourning over Moses 

Notice Deuteronomy 34:8 

There are two points to see here. 

a. The regret. 
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It was not until Moses died that the people began to realize how important he was to 

them. 

Application: 

How often it is that we do not appreciate our blessings until we lose them. Let us learn to 

appreciate what we have while we have it. Notice the words of F.B. Meyer: 

“We often underrate the living and have to wait until they are removed from us to 

estimate them truly.” 

b. The restraint. 

Israel mourned thirty days and then it ended. This was a good thing because mourning is 

not to go on indefinitely. 

Application: 

A period of mourning is proper, but it must cease after a period of time. Too much 

mourning demonstrates a lack of faith in God. 

Conclusion: 

Moses was a man who accomplished much for God. The key to his accomplishments was his 

fellowship with God. The closer the fellowship the greater the accomplishments. Doubt in 

service vanishes the closer we walk with our Lord for the better we know Him the greater 

our faith. Let us be determined to walk close by the side of the Lord and be determined to 

learn more and more about Him. 


